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Call to be an Apostle

S alv a tion  h is to ry  is rep le te  w ith  s to ries o f little  p eo p le , w h o m  G o d  h as 

ch o sen  to  fu lfill m o n u m en tal ta sk s . T h e sto ry  o f o u r sa lv atio n  in  th e n ew  

d isp en sa tio n  b eg an  w ith  th e v is it o f G o d ’s m essen g er to  a teen ag e  g irl in  

an  o b scu re  to w n o f a  co u n try  n o t k n o w n  fo r its w ea lth , p o w er o r p res tig e . 

I t w as fu rth e r d ev e lop ed  w ith  th e  ch o o sin g  o f th e  ap o stle s , w h o  w ere  q u ite  

o rd in a ry  an d  seem in g ly  u n ta len ted m en , b u t, w h en  in flam ed an d  in sp ired  

b y  th e H o ly  S p irit, ch an g ed th e  w o rld . T o co n tin u e th e ir w o rk , G o d h as , 

d o w n  th e  cen tu rie s , freq u en tly  tu rn ed  to  so m e o f th e  m o st u n lik e ly  p eo p le . 

W e h av e seen th is in  recen t tim es, esp ec ia lly  in  th e life o f S t. T h eresa o f 

L is ieu x  an d  in  th e b o n a fid e ap p aritio n s o f th e B lessed  V irg in to  h u m b le  

p easan t ch ild ren  a t L a  S a le tte , L o u rd es , an d  F a tim a .

It is th e  g o a l o f th is s tud y  to  sh o w  h o w  G o d ’s sp ec ia l in te rv en tio n an d  

e lec tio n  w ere  a lso  ev id en t in  th e  life  o f M arie -T h érèse  C h ap p u is b o rn  in  the  

little  S w iss v illag e o f S o y h iè res in  th e  Ju ra m o u n ta in s , w h ich  w as an n ex ed  

b y  F ran ce d u rin g  th e F ren ch  R ev o lu tio n . H ers w as a  p io u s an d  d eep ly  re li­

g io u s C a th o lic  fam ily . S h e  w as o n e  o f e lev en  ch ild ren , s ix  o f w h o m  en te red  

th e  re lig io us  life . M arie -T h érèse  w as d eep ly  a ttached  to  h e r fam ily  an d  lo v ed  

h e r v illag e an d  th e  su rrou n d in g  co u ntry  s id e .1 T o  co m p le te  h e r fo rm al ed u -
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ca tio n , sh e  w en t to  th e  V isita tio n  b o ard in g  sch o o l in  F rib o u rg  a t th e  ag e o f 

fo u rteen  an d  rem ain ed  th e re fo r tw o  y ears .

M arie -T h érèse  h ad  b o th  an  a ttrac tio n  an d  a rev u ls io n fo r th e re lig io u s 

life . S h e firs t en te red  th e  V is ita tio n  m o n astery  in  F rib o u rg  in  1 8 1 1 b u t o n ly  

s tay ed  a  few  m o n th s , su ffe rin g  fro m  a sev ere  b o u t o f h o m esick n ess . A fte r 

th ree p a in fu l y ea rs a t h o m e, sh e ag a in  en te red  th e F rib o u rg  m o n aste ry  b u t 

h esita ted  a t th e  d o o rw ay  b ecau se  sh e ex p erienced  th e  sam e rev u ls io n  as b e ­

fo re . B u t h e r s iste r an d  b ro th e r, w h o  h ad  acco m p an ied  h er, co n v in ced  h e r 

to  try  it o u t fo r th ree d ay s an d , if sh e still fe lt h o m e sick , th en  th ey  w o u ld  

co m e to  tak e h e r b ack . T ie r an x ie tie s w ere  im m ed ia te ly  re liev ed  w h en  sh e  

h ea rd  th e  m o n aste ry  d o o r s lam  b eh in d  h er.2

I t w as d u rin g  h e r n o v itia te  y ea r th a t M arie -T h érèse , w h o h ad  tak en  th e  

n am e o f M arie d e S a les a t h e r p ro fess io n , ex p erienced in h e r p ray er life  

ex trao rd in a ry  in s ig h ts in to  h e r re la tio n sh ip  w ith  G o d  an d  th e  p lan s th a t h e  

h ad  in  s to re fo r h e r. S h e s teep ed  h erself in  th e  w ritin g s o f S t. F ran c is d e  

S a les an d  la te r ex c la im ed  th a t sh e fo u n d  ev ery th in g  sh e n eed ed  an d  w an ted  

in  h is w ritin g s an d  w as d is inc lin ed  to  read  o th e r sp iritu al b o o k s.3 A t th e  re -

biographique, (fo r p riv ate  d is trib u tio n  o n ly ). H e c ite s h e r as say in g , “R ien  n ’e ta it au ssi d o u x  

q u e n o tre v ie à S o y h iè res . N o u s é tio n s n o m b reu x , n o u s n o u s a im io n s e t to u t a lla it b ien . 

Q u e d e p ro m en ad es , q u e d e co u rses d an s les b o is . E t q u an d  n o u s rev en io n s à la  m a iso n , 

q u e d e jeu x d an s le ja rd in , q u e d e d o u ces su rp rises n o u s rése rv a it n o tre b o n n e M ère.”  

[P ro cès d e B éatifica tio n  d e la  M ère C h ap p u is], Summanum super dubio An constat de virtutibus

[..... ] , (R o m e: 1 9 1 1 ), 1 0 8 . S ee a lso  M ère M arie d e  Be l l a in g , Abrégé de la vie et des vertus de

notre trés-honorée et vénérée Mère Mane de Sales Chappuis (T ro y es: s .d ., s .l.) E n g lish  T ran sla tio n : 

Abridgement of the Ufe of the Venerable Mother Mazy de sales Chappuis, tran s , b y  th e S is te rs o f 

th e  B ro o k ly n  V is ita tio n , (B ro o k ly n : N Y : n .p ., n .d .); L e R . P . Br is s o n , T 'ie de la F  énérée Mère 

Marie de Sales Chappuis de l’ordre de la Visitation de SainteMarie, (P aris : C h ez l’A u m ô n ie r d e  la  

V is ita tio n , 1 8 9 1 ) an d  th e  E n g lish  tran sla tion : Ufe of the Venerable Mother Ma/y de Sales Chap- 

pins, tran s , b y  Jo sep h  B o w ler, O S F S , (C en ter V alley , P A .: O b la tes o f S t.. F ran cis d e S a les , 

1 9 8 6 ). A  sh o rte r b io g rap h y : The Venerable Mother Maty de Sales Chappuis , (B ro o k ly n : S is te rs  

o f th e  V is ita tio n , 1 9 2 4 ).

2 “A rriv ée d e n o u v eau  à F rib o u rg , à p e in e a -t-e lle  fran ch i la  p o rte ex térieu re d e l’ég lise  

d u  co u v en t q u e ses ap p réh en sio ns lu i rev ien n en t, e t cette fo is p lu s fo rte s q u e jam ais . E lle  

v eu t ab so lu m en t s ’en  re to urn er” (Br is s o n , T rie, 6 4 ).

3 “S h e receiv ed  th e h ab it o n  [u n e 3 , 1 8 1 5 an d to o k  th e n am e S is te r M ary  F ran c is d e  

S a les , th u s g iv in g  h e r as p a tro n  h im  w h o m  sh e a lread y  h o n o red as h e r fa th e r an d  m o d e l, 

h im  o f w h o m  sh e co u ld  th en  say  w h at sh e rep ea ted  la te r: ‘E v ery th in g  d e lig h ts m e in  o u r 

H o ly  F o u n d er. H e n o t o n ly  sa tisfies m y  reaso n  b u t h e ch arm s m y  h eart an d  m y  im ag in a­

tio n . I lo v e n o th in g  so  m u ch  as h is d irectio n ’” (Abridgement, 8 ).
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q u est o f B ish o p  Jen n y , O rd in a ry  o f L au san n e an d  G en ev a , re lay ed  th ro u g h  

h e r co n fesso r, sh e w ro te d o w n th e tran sfo rm atio n s th a t G o d  w o rk ed  in  

h e r h ea rt d u ring  h e r n o v itia te . S h e ca lled  th is p iece o f w ritin g  th e “C ah ie r 

d e F rib o u rg ” an d  th u s it b ecam e la te r k n o w n  as Le petit Cahier de Fribourg. 4

T h is Cahier h ad  fo r F a the r B risso n g rea t s ig n ifican ce fo r th e o rig in s o f 

th e O b la tes o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les . T h e k ey  p assag e reg ard in g th e u n d er­

s tan d in g  o f h e r m iss io n  in  life , as tran sla ted  b y  F r. C arn ey , O S F S , read s as 

fo llo w s:

M y  h ea rt h as b een  o p en ed  w id e . T h ere  h as ju s t b een  p laced  in  it an  in sp ira tio n , 

w h ich  sh o w s m e c lea rly  th e  w ish es o f th e  L o rd , th a t h e  w an ts to  d irec t m y  w h o le  

b e in g . I sh a ll ex p erien ce h is ac tiv ity  in  a sp ec ia l m an n er. M y  w h o le b e in g  w ill b e  

d estro y ed  in  ev ery  w ay . G o d o u g h t to  b e k n o w n —  h is w ill is th a t h is life in  m e  

se rv e th a t p u rp o se . H ere is h o w  I sh a ll b e . A fte r h e sen d s a  b rig h t an d  p o w erfu l 

fire  w h ich  m u st ch an g e d ie  h u m an  c rea tu re , ev e ry th in g  in  m y  life  w ill b e fo r th a t 

p u rpo se . T h is ch an g e w ill b e fo r b o d i d ie in terio r an d ex te rio r. F ro m  d ia t tim e 

o n  m y  m em o ry  w ill b e regu la ted  [acco rd in g  to  G o d ’s w ill] , m y  u n d ers tan d in g  en ­

lig h ten ed , m y  sp irit free , m y  h ea rt d etach ed  an d  en tire ly  u n ited , m y  sen ses se rv in g  

d ie  d esig n s o f d ie  L o rd . T h ro u g h  h is m ercy  d iese  [facu ltie s] w ill h av e th e g ift o f 

co m in g  in  co n tac t w ith  h im . I seem  to  u n d ers tan d  d ia t d ie  w o rld  w ill b e  re fo rm ed . 

I m u st p e rfo rm  th e ro le  o f an  ap o stle . (C arn ey , 3 8 )5

4 S ee Le petit Cahier de Fribourg, ed ited , an n o ta ted  w ith  an  in tro d u c tio n  b y  R o g er B a ld u - 

celli, O S F S , (T ro y es: p riv ate  p rin tin g , 2000); The Little Notebook of Fribourg (Le Petit Cahier de 

Fribourg), an a ly sis , tran sla tio n  an d  co m m en ta ry  b y  E d w ard  C arn ey , O S F S , (p riv a te p rin tin g , 

n .p ., n .d .) . In  le tte r 0 2 8 -5 0 ; 3 0  S ep tem b er 1 8 4 2 , M o th er C h ap p u is w rites : “L e C ah ie r a é té  

éc rit en v iro n  en  l’an n ée 1 8 2 3  ju squ ’à  l’an n ée 1 8 2 6 . je  su is v en u  à  T roy es cette  an n ée le  m o is  

d e ju in , il é ta it éc rit.” F a th er B risso n say s th a t th ese w ritin g s w ere d o n e u n d er o b ed ien ce  

to  h er S u p erio r an d M istress o f N o v ices: “S a S u p érieu re , sa m aîtresse d es n o v ices , lu i 

o rd o n n èren t d ’éc rire ce q u ’e lle recev ait d e D ieu  ” (Retraites de l'Année 18 1884, D eu x ièm e 

In stru ctio n : “L es o rig in es d es O b lats ,”  2 1 ).

5 “M o n  co eu r es t au  la rg e. Il v ien t d ’y  ê tre  m is p a r u n e co m m u n icatio n  q u i m e m o n tre  

c la irem en t les v o lo n tés d u  S e ig n eu r. Il v eu t ê tre le m o u v em en t d e to u t m o i-m êm e, je le  

sen tira i ag ir d ’u n e m an iè re p articu liè re ; to u t m o i se ra d é tru it en to u te faço n . D ieu  d o it 

ê tre co n n u , sa v o lo n té est q u e sa v ie en  m o i se rv e à cela . V o ici co m m en t je se ra i: to u tes 

le s ch o ses d e la  v ie m e se ro n t à ch arg e , ap rès q u ’il m ’au ra fa it p asse r u n e flam m e v iv e e t 

e fficace , q u i d o it tran sfo rm er l’h o m m e. C e tte tran sfo rm atio n se ra  tan t p o u r l’in té rieu r q u e  

p o u r l’ex té rieu r. D ès lo rs , m a m ém o ire se ra rég lée, m o n  en ten d em en t écla iré , m o n  esp rit 

lib re , m o n  co eu r d é tach é e t en tiè rem en t u n i. M es sen s se rv iro n t, en  e ffe t, au x  d essein s d u  

S e ig n eu r; il leu r se ra d o n n é m isé rico rd ieu sem en t d e l’ex p érim en te r. Il m e sem b le v o ir q u e  

le  m o n d e se ra  ré fo rm é; je d o is faire  la  fo n c tio n  d ’ap ô tre” (Cahier; B a ld u celli, 9 ).



3 2 4  Alexander Povetto, osfs

T h ese m y stica l en co u n te rs are d ifficu lt to co m m u n icate v erb a lly an d  

h en ce  n eed  to  b e  in te rp re ted  w ith  cau tio n  b ecau se  sh e is n o t sp eak in g  h e re  

as a  th eo lo g ian . N o n e th e less, it is c lea r th a t sh e  saw  h e rse lf to  b e  an  ap o stle , 

a  ro le th a t ap p ears to  b e  a t o d d s w ith  th a t o f a  c lo is te red  V is itan d in e n u n . 

H o w  m an y can b e th a t su re o f th e ir ca llin g  an d  a t th e v ery  b eg in n in g  o f 

th e  re lig io u s life?  Y e t sh e sees h e rself as an  ap o stle d estin ed  to  re fo rm  th e  

w o rld  —  a  v e ry  ta ll o rd er, b u t a  m iss io n  th a t sh e d id  n o t h esita te  to  co m m u ­

n ica te . R ea liz in g  th e ap p aren t co n trad ic tio n  im p lied  in  an  ap o sto lic  ca llin g  

fo r a c lo is te red  V is itan d in e n u n , sh e ask s p a rd o n o f h er N o v ice M istress , 

b u t s im p ly ad d s w ith  assu ran ce  th a t sh e w as o n ly  w ritin g  d o w n  w h a t w as 

co m m u n ica ted  to  h e r b y  G o d .6

B u t fo r o n e  w h o h ad  read , re read  an d  m ed ita ted  o n  th e Spiritual Confer­

ences o f th e F o u n d er o f th e  V isita tio n , sh e  v e ry  lik e ly  saw  n o  in h eren t co n ­

trad ic tio n  b e tw een  a  co n tem p la tive  an d  an  ac tiv e life .7 T h e sa in t h im self, in  

sp eak in g  o f th e  v o ca tio n  o f th e V isitan d in es , ca lls th em  ap o stle s an d  say s 

to  th o se n u n s d ep artin g  to  es tab lish  a  n ew  fo u n d a tio n :

A li! W h at g race d o es G o d  b esto w  u p o n  y o u ! H e m ak es y o u  ap o stle s (apostres- 

ses), n o t in  d ig n ity  b u t in  o ffice  an d  m erit. Y o u  w ill n o t p reach , it is tru e , fo r y o u r 

sex  d o es n o t p e rm it it, a lth o u g h in d eed  S t. M ag d a len e an d  h e r s is te r M arth a  d id  

so , b u t y o u  w ill n o t cease to  ex erc ise d ie  ap o sto lic o ffice  b y  co m m u n ica tin g  y o u r 

m an n er o f life .8

° “C ’es t p o u rqu o i so n  esp rit se to u rn e im m éd ia tem en t v e rs la m aîtresse d es n o v ices 

p o u r d em an d er p a rd o n : ‘P a rd o n n ez-m o i’. (4 3 8 ). C e tte d em an d e est su iv ie d ’u n  ac te d e  

co u rag e san s in q u ié tu de : “ J’éc ris ce q u e je  v o is q u i p la ît à  D ieu . Je n e c ro is p as c rain d re les 

co m m u n icatio n s , n i la  v u e d e N o tre S e ig n eu r. T o u tes ces ch o ses , q u o iq u e  p as D ieu  m êm e, 

n i n écessaires au  sa lu t, d o iv en t se rv ir à ses d essein s” (L o c.c it.) .

7 “W h ile so m e o f h er co m p an io n s read  th e m o st m y stical au th o rs , sh e w as co n ten t 

w ith  o u r h o ly  w ritin g s , a ssu rin g  u s th a t sh e  h ad  a lw ay s fo u n d  th e re  th e  lig h t an d  ass is tan ce  

n eed ed . O u r m o th er ev er p rese rv ed  th is in c lin atio n , so  co n fo rm ab le to  o u r v o ca tio n , to  

th e  c lo se o f h e r life . W h en sh e h ea rd  read  in  th e  re fec to ry , th e  Introduction to the Devout Ufe, 

o r th e  Entertainments (s ic ) o f o u r H o ly  F a th e r, sh e fo u n d  in  th em  h e r d e lig h t, an d  co n v ersed  

a t rec reatio n  o n  th ese su b jects w ith  su ch  u n c tio n  as a lm o st to  rav ish  u s o u t o f o u rse lv es . 

‘E ach  tim e ,’ sh e sa id , ‘I u n d ers tan d  th em  b e tte r, an d  realize s till m o re th e  tru th  o f o u r H o ly  

F o u n d er ’s say in g  th a t h e w ill a lw ay s su p p ly  u s w ith  n ew  lig h ts ’” (Abridgement, 1 0 ). It is in ­

te res tin g  to  n o te  h o w  “Entretient’ is tran sla ted  as “E n te rta in m en ts .”  F ro m  o n e  p e rsp ectiv e , 

th ey  d id  p ro v id e sp iritu al recreatio n  fo r th e s is te rs .

s Sa in t  Fr a n ç o is d e Sa l e s , Oeuvres de Saint François de Sales, E d itio n  co m p lète , 2 7
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S o  th e  y o u n g  re lig io u s w as v e ry  fam ilia r an d  co m fo rtab le  w ith  th e  ca llin g  

o f b e in g  ap o stle , a  ca llin g  sh e ad m irab ly  fu lfilled  “b y  co m m u n ica tin g [lie r] 

m an n er o f life ,”  as th is s tu d y  in ten d s to  sh o w . H er p rep ara tio n  fo r th is m is­

s io n  as w e ll as h e r m ean s o f ca rry in g  it o u t w ere  th e resu lt o f h e r u n flag ­

g in g  an d  u n fa ilin g  fid elity  to  h e r S a les ian  v o ca tio n  as a  V is itan d in e , w h ich  

p ro m p ted  F a th e r B risso n to  ch arac te rize  h e r as “ th e m o st ex p erien ced  in ­

te rp re te r an d  m o st fa ith fu l re flec tio n  o f [th e sa in t’s teach in g ].” 9

Her Salesian Teaching

T h is u n q u a lified en d o rsem en t o f th e “G o o d M o th er,” as sh e w as a f­

fectio n a te ly  ca lled , fro m  o n e  w h o  w as v e ry  c lo se ly  a sso c ia ted  w ith  h e r o v er 

a  p e rio d  o f fo rty  p lu s y ears , a lo n g  w ith  th e co m m o n ly  h e ld  b e lie f th a t sh e  

w as the au th en tic in te rp re te r o f S a les ian  teach in g  in  h e r d ay , sh o u ld  m ak e  

it re la tiv e ly  easy  fo r u s to  ex p o u n d  h er u n d ers tan d in g  an d  d ev e lo p m en t o f 

th is teach in g .1 0 B u t F a th e r B risso n h im se lf te lls u s , “ I h esita ted  a  lo n g  tim e 

b e fo re lis ten in g  to  th e  G o o d  M o th er, b u t n o w  I h av e a  v e ry  d eep  an d  v iv id

v o ls . A n n ecy : J. N ié ra t e t a l., 1 8 9 2 -1 9 6 4 , 6 , 9 0 -9 1 . H erea fte r O E A . S ee A lex an d er P o ce tto , 

O S F S , “S t. F ran c is d e S a les an d F em in ism ,” Salesian Living Heritage (S p rin g 1 9 8 6 ) w h ich  

d iscu sses th e in flu en ce o f th e sa in t o n  M arie d e G o urn ay , a lead in g  fem in is t o f th e d ay . 

T h e fac t th a t sh e  u sed , lik e th e  sa in t, a  ra re ly  fo u n d  fem in in e fo rm  fo r ap o stle  (apostresse) in  

a  k ey  p assag e o n  th e lib eratio n  o f w o m en , p o in ts to  th is in flu en ce .

9 “L e Directoire, le s Entretient, d e sa in t F ran ço is d e S a les fa isaien t ses d é lices . C h aq u e fo is 

q u ’e lle  le s relisa it e t q u e lle  le s m éd ita it, e lle en  recev ait d es lu m iè res n o u v elle s . ‘Je v o is to u ­

jo u rs , d isa it-e lle , q u e lq ue  ch o se d e  n o u v eau  d an s n o s sa in ts fo nd a teu rs ; ‘ e t, p a rlan t d e sa in t 

F ran ço is d e S a les : ‘T o u t ce q u ’il d it m e v a ; je  le co m p ren d s. Je n e sa is rien  en  d eh o rs d e ce 

q u ’il n o u s a  m arq u é .... C ’es t le  ch em in  le  p lu s co u rt p o u r a lle r à  D ieu .’ A u ssi, v e rro n s-n ou s, 

à  la  fin  d e ce t o u v rag e, co m m en t e lle a su  in te rp réte r la  d o c trin e  d e so n  b ien h eu reu x  P ère . 

E lle en  es t le  co m m en ta teu r le  p lu s ex p érim en té co m m e la co p ie la  p lu s fid èle” (T C > , 8 4 ).

1 0 “E t v o u s sav ez q u e P ie IX  d isa it d e  lu i [S . F ran ço is d e S a les] q u ’o n  p o u rrait l’ap p e ler 

le Docteur infaillible. E t en  n o u s ap p u y an t e t fo n dan t su r cette  d o c trin e , n o u s so m m es sû rs  

d e la  b ien  co m p ren d re  e t in te rp réte r, p a rce q u e n o u s av o n s co m m e g u id e la  b o n n e M ère  

M arie d e S a les , q u i es t, au  sen tim en t d es d o c teu rs q u e j’a i v u s à R o m e, l’in te rp rè te la  p lu s  

fid èle e t la p lu s co m p lè te d e la d o c trin e d e so n sa in t F o n d a teu r” (R . P . L o u is Br is s o n , 

Retraites, “T ro is ièm e In stru ctio n  M erc red i 2 0  ao û t 1 8 9 0 ” , éd itio n  d u  m illén a ire , an n o tées e t 

av ec in tro d u c tio n  p a r R o g er B a ld u celli, O S F S , [T ro y es: 2 0 0 0 ], 2 ).
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sen tim en t w ith in in m e ... [o f th e in estim ab le v a lu e o f th is teach in g]” .1 1 

H o w ev er, g iv en th e n a tu re o f th e w ritin g s o f m y stic s , th ey can easily  b e  

m is in te rp re ted  an d  n eed  to  b e read  v ery  ca re fu lly . A w are o f th is d ifficu lty , 

F a th e r B risso n cau tio n s th e  ea rly  O b la tes:

T h ese  w ritin g s o f d ie  G o o d  M o th er can  b e  in terp re ted , ex p lica ted  and  ap p lied

in  a ll k in d s o f w ay s__ O n e sh o u ld  firs t lo o k  fo r th e  m ean in g  o f d ie  w ritin g s o f

d ie G o o d  M o d ie r in  d ie sen se o f d ie G o sp e l, o f w h a t O u r S av io r say s , o f w h a t 

d ie  C h u rch  teach es.... If o n e  w an ts to  fin d  in  d iem  th eo log ica l o r m y stica l teach ­

in g s , ..., o n e  can  d o  so . B u t o n e  h as to  b e ex trem ely  ca re fu l.1 2

S o F a the r B risson  c lea rly fo resaw  th e d an g er o f m isin te rp re tin g , m is­

u n d ers tan d in g  o r m alic io u sly  a ttack in g  h e r teach in g s . E v en  th e  S u p erio r o f 

th e P aris V isita tio n , M arie -M ich e l D e la P o rte , w h o su cceed ed  th e G o o d  

M o th er an d  in itia lly  w as a ttrac ted  to  th em , la te r b eg an  to  su sp ec t th e ir o r­

th o d ox y  an d w as ab le to ra lly  a g ro u p o f th eo lo g ian s w ith th e h e lp o f 

l’ab b é S u ra t to  ex am in e th em . T h e u p sh o t o f th is in v estig atio n  w as th a t 

th ey  d id  n o t fin d  an y th in g  u n o rth o d o x  ab o u t th em . T o th e ir c red it, l’ab b é  

S u ra t rea lized  h e  h ad  b een  tak en  in  an d  ap o lo g ized  to  th e  G o o d  M o th er as 

d id  M o th er M arie -M ich e l.1 3

W ith  th is cau tio n ary  n o te , w e  w o u ld  n o w  lik e to  g iv e so m e o f th e  h ig h ­

lig h ts o f th e  G o o d  M o th er’s teach in g  to  see  h o w  it e ffec tiv e ly  an d  fa ith fu lly  

re flec ts th a t o f F ran c is an d  Jan e . It is n o t o u r p u rp o se h e re  to  g o  in to  g rea t 

d e ta il reg a rd in g  h e r ex ten siv e  w ritin g s . H er teach in g  h as a lread y  b een  su ffi­

c ien tly  trea ted  b y  F a th e r B risso n  in  h is b io g rap h y  o f th e  G o o d  M o th er an d  

esp ec ia lly  in  h is v o lu m in o u s re trea t co n feren ces , ch ap te r ta lk s , a llo cu tio n s  

an d  h o m ilie s .1 4

1 1 J ’a i h ésité b ien  lo n g tem p s av an t d ’éco u te r la b o n n e M ère m ais m ain tenan t, j’a i u n  

sen tim en t b ien  in tim e e t b ien v if au d ed an s d e m o i-m êm e.... (Retraites de F Année 1898, 

“P rem ière In stru ctio n  - L a R e traite” , éd itio n  d u  m illén a ire , 1 1 ).

1 2 Retraites de l'année 1889, S ep tièm e In stru c tio n , “L a p riè re p o u r les b ien faiteu rs , la  

d irectio n  d es âm es” , 2 6 ). T o  c la rify  th is fu rth e r, F r. B risso n  s ta tes : “C o n sta to n s d é jà  q u e  la  

B o n n e M ère d e S a les n ’a jam ais éc rit p o u r le  p u b lic , e lle  n ’a jam ais p u b lié  d e  liv res . E lle  n ’a 

jam ais d it au cu n  m o t d e d o c trin e p ro p rem en t d ite” (R e tra ite d e 1 8 9 1 , P rem ière In stru c­

tio n , éd itio n  m illén a ire , lin es 1 1 3 5 4  an d  fo llo w in g ).

1 3 T A , 4 8 4 -4 8 5 .

1 4 In  a  g reat n u m b er o f th ese , h e  m ak es freq u en t an d  ex ten siv e referen ces  to  th e  teach -
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H er d eep u n d ers tan d in g o f an d  fid e lity  to  S a les ian  sp iritu a lity  an d  h er 

ab ility  to  co m m u n icate  it  w as reco g n ized  v e ry  ea rly . In  v iew  o f th is , sh e  w as 

ap p o in ted  a t a  y o u n g  ag e as N o v ice M istress a t F rib o u rg , w h ere p rac tica lly  

a ll o f h e r n o v ices “w ere  ca lled  to  fo u n d  n ew  h o u ses o r w ere req u ested  b y  

d iffe ren t m o n aste rie s to  b e su p erio rs o r M istresses o f N o v ices” (lie, 9 7 ). 

T o  th o se  w h o  th o u g h t sh e  w as to o  y o u n g  fo r su ch  an  im p o rtan t p o st, th e  

M o th er S u p erio r rep lied , ‘S h e k n o w s h o w  to  read  in  an  o ld  b o o k , th a t is , in  

th a t o f o u r L o rd  Jesu s C h ris t, an d  th e re sh e  w ill lea rn  w h a t is n ecessa ry  to  

d o  an d  say ’” (Abridgement ., 1 1 ).

T h e G o o d M o th er h erse lf w as req u ested to b e th e S u p erio r o f th e  

T ro y es V is ita tio n  w h en  sh e  w as in  h e r th irtie s . T h is w as a  v e ry  ch a llen g in g  

assig n m en t fo r a  y o u n g  n u n , co n sid e rin g  th e h is to ry  o f th a t m o n aste ry . It 

w as fo u nd ed  in  1 6 3 1 an d  w as in fes ted  w ith  Jan sen ism  fo r a lm o st 1 0 0  y ea rs , 

fo rty  o f w h ich  it w as u n d er in te rd ic t. T h e  n u n s u sed  a ll k in d s o f ru ses an d  

ev asiv e  tac tic s to  av o id  su b m ittin g  to  ecc les ias tica l au th o rity . “T h ey  w o u n d  

u p  b y  n o lo n g er g o in g  to  co n fess io n o r rece iv in g  H o ly  C o m m u n io n an d  

b y  ex c lu d in g  fro m  th e ir m o n aste ry  ev ery  p rie st w h o cam e in  th e B ish o p ’s 

n am e .” 1 5 T h e y o u n g er n u n s w ere o p en  to  resto rin g  th e S a les ian  sp irit an d  

teach in g , b u t th e o ld e r o n es p ro v ed to b e m o re d ifficu lt. B u t th e G o o d  

M o th er, im b u ed  w ith  th e S a les ian  sp irit o f “w in n in g  h ea rts” so  e ffec tiv e ly  

u sed  b y  S t. Jan e  in  h e r d ea lin g s w ith  V is itan d in es, fin ally  g o t th em  to  co m e 

a ro u n d .1 6

in gs o f th e  G o o d  M o th er b ecau se  h e u n d ers to o d  th e  m iss ion  o f th e O b la tes o f S t. F ran cis  

d e S a les to  b e th e sp read in g  o f h e r teach in g . “C ’es t à n o u s, m es am is , q u e rev ien t cette  

ch a rg e d e  transm ettre cette  d o c trin e au x  au tres . Il fau t q u e je  v o u s av o u e q u e  j’a i eu  u n  p eu  

p eu r, il y  a q u e lq ue  tem p s, q u e d ’au tres n e  p ren n en t n o tre p lace.” (Retraite de l'Année 1889, 

P rem ière In stru ctio n : “L a re tra ite” , 2 5 4 ).

1 5 “E lle s av aien t fin i p a r n e  p lu s se co n fesser n i co m m u n ier, p a r ex clu re d e leu r m a iso n  

to u t p rê tre v en an t au  n o m  d e l’év êq u e , e t p a r se faire in te rd ire . C e t é ta t d e ch o ses s’é tait 

p ro lo n g é p en dan t p rès d e q u aran te an s” (T 'le, 1 0 3 ). S ee a lso  Abridgement, 1 5 ff.

lc S ee W en dy  W rig h t, “ ‘T h a t Is W h at It Is M ad e F o r’: T h e Im ag e o f th e F lea rt in  th e  

S p iritu a lity  o f th e F lea rt o f F ran c is d e S a les an d Jan e d e C h an tal” , in : Spiritualities of the 

Heart, ed . A n n ice C a llah an , R .S .C .J ., M ah w a, N J: P au lis t P ress , 1 9 9 0 , 1 5 2 -15 3 .
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The Spiritual Directory

A n o th er fac to r th a t m ad e it v e ry  d ifficu lt to  res to re S a les ian  sp iritu a lity  

in  th is m o n astery  w as th e im p ac t o f th e F ren ch  R ev o lu tio n  w h ich fo rced  

a ll o f th e n u n s to  leav e th e ir m o n astery  an d  to  liv e ap art fo r a  n u m b er o f 

y ea rs. T h is in d ep en d en t liv in g  ex p erien ce m ad e th em  less in c lin ed to  g e t 

b ack  to  th e ir ro o ts an d  o rig in s. T h e m o st e ffec tiv e  w ay  th a t M arie  d e S a les 

acco m p lish ed th is w as to  resto re  an d  in sis t o n  tire  p ractice  o f tire  S p iritu a l 

D irec to ry  o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les . T h is little b o o k , so lo n g  n eg lec ted n o t 

o n ly  b y  th e T ro y es V isitan d in es b u t b y  p rac tica lly  a ll o f th e o th e r m o n as­

te rie s o f th e o rd er, co n stitu ted fo r th e G o o d  M o th er th e  v e ry  essen ce an d  

d is tilla tio n o f th e  sa in t’s teach in g .1 7

In  1 8 3 1 o n  th e  o ccasio n  o f th e  2 0 0 th an n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  fo u n d ing  o f th e  

m o n aste ry , sh e sp o ke  as fo llo w s o n  th e  im p o rtan ce o f th e  D irec to ry .

If w e a re  to  reso lv e to  co rresp o n d  to  d ie  g race o f th is h o ly  v o ca tio n , w e m u st 

k eep  o u rse lv es in  th e p resen ce o f G o d  b y  th e fa id ifu l p ractice o f d ie  D irec to ry ; 

d ie reb y  th e so u l liv es an d  ac ts acco rd in g  to  th e  g o o d  p leasu re  o f G o d , acco rd in g  

to d ie  w ill o f G o d . If, d u rin g  m an y  y ears , w e h av e n o t k n o w n h o w  to  reap d ie  

fru its co n cealed  in  th is little  b o o k , if w e h av e n o t rece iv ed an d  m ad e u se o f d ie  

lig h ts w h ich  it sh ed s u p o n  th e so u l, le t u s n o w  co m p reh en d  h o w  g reat, h o w  p re­

c io u s d ie ad v an tag es a ttach ed to  th e p ractice o f d iem ; le t u s u n ite o u rse lv es to

1 7 F r. B risso n  k n ew  th a t, in  s tre ss in g  th e  im p o rtan ce  o f th e  p ractice o f th e D irec to ry  in  

h is  life  o f th e G o o d  M o th er, h e  w o u ld  n o  d o u b t o ffen d  a n u m b er o f th e  V is ita tio n  m o n ­

aste ries w h o  co n sid e red  th is  p rac tice to  b e  u se less . (S ee  Excerpts from talks given bjFr. Brisson 

to the Oblates, October 13, 27, 1886 an d  Chapitres, v o l. 1 (1 8 7 3 -1 8 8 7 ), éd . T ilb u rg , 1 9 6 6 , 1 7 0 - 

1 7 2 ). T h is d is in c lin a tio n to  th e  p rac tice o f th e  D irec to ry  co m es th ro u g h  ev en  in  M o th er d e  

B e lla in g , w h o su cceeded th e G o o d  M o th er an d  w h o w as th e au th o r o f th e  Abrégé, w h ere  

sh e w rites : “A n o th er su b jec t o f h e r p ress in g  ex h o rtatio n s to  b eg in ners in  th e sp iritu a l life  

w as c lo se a tten tio n  to  th e  tru th s o f th e  D irec to ry . S h e h e rse lf, w h ile s till a  p o stu lan t an d  a 

n o v ice , h ad  fo u n d  in  it so  co n tin u al an d  p ro fitab le  an  o ccu p a tio n , th a t sh e  w o u ld  fin d  h e r­

se lf a t th e c lo se o f each  d ay  to  h av e b een  co n stan tly  filled  w ith  th ese th o u g h ts as scarce ly  

to  k n o w  if sh e w ere liv ing . It th en  b ecam e ab so lu te ly  n ecessa ry  fo r h e r to  re lax  h e r m in d  

a t th e q u arter b e fo re su p p er” (Abridgement, 9 ). T h e p h rase “sca rce ly  to  k n o w  if sh e w ere  

liv in g ”  is rev ea lin g . F ro m  w h at fo llo w s, it ap p ears th a t th e  au th o r is d e fin ite ly  im p ly in g  th a t 

th e p ractice o f th e D irec to ry  w as v e ry  sp iritu a lly  an d  m en tally  tax in g , ev en fo r o n e as ad ­

v an ced  in  th e S a les ian  sp iritu al life as th e  G o o d  M o th er. B u t is th is w h at th e  G o o d  M o th er 

really  b e liev ed  w as th e  resu lt o f p ractic in g  th e  D irec to ry ?
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d iem  w id i a ffec tion , w ith  d ev o tio n , w ith  fid e lity  to  repa ir th e fau lts d a ily  co m m it­

ted  b y  u s an d  b y  o th e rs .1 8

T h is p assag e sh o w s a c lea r co n n ec tion  b e tw een  th e p ractice o f th e  D i­

rec to ry  to  th a t o f liv in g  in  th e  p resen t m o m en t; to  th e  n a tu re  o f th e  d ev o u t 

life  b y  d o in g  a ll th a t is p leasin g  to  G o d , as esp o u sed  in  th e  sa in tly  fo u n d er’s 

c la ss ic  w o rk ; an d  a lso as an e fficacio u s m ean s o f rep ara tio n fo r p e rso n al 

s in s an d  th e sin s o f o th e rs . T h is id ea o f rep ara tio n  is lik e ly  tied  to  th e d e ­

v e lo p m en t o f th e  d ev o tio n  to  th e  S acred  H eart o f  Jesu s an d  to  th e  p o litica l 

tu rm o il in  F ran ce a t the  tim e , v iz ., th e o v erth ro w  o f K in g  C h arles X .

T h e y o u n g  S u p erio r s tre sses o v er an d  o v er ag a in  th e se rio us o b lig a tio n  

o f th e  D irec to ry  fo r th e  V is itan d in e :

I rep ea t, th a t w id io u t d ie  sp irit o f th e  D irec to ry , o n e  can  n ev er b e  en lig h ten ed  

so  as to  fu lly  co m p reh en d  it, b u t w id i th a t sp irit, d ie  g o o d  G o d  w ill g iv e u s ligh t 

m o m en t b y  m o m ent... A t d ie h o u r o f d ea th , G o d  w ill o n ly  d em an d  o f u s o u r 

fid e lity  to  w h a t is co n ta in ed  in  th is litd e  b o o k . T h e  D irec to ry  g iv es d ie  m an n er o f 

d o in g  ev ery d iin g . It is b y  o b se rv in g  th e  le tte r d ia t w e acq u ire  th e  sp irit, an d  it is b y  

d u s sp irit o f d ie  D irec to ry  d ia t each  o ne  w ill co v er h e rse lf; a s  w ith  a  m an d e, tak in g  

an o th e r sp irit d ian  h e r o w n . If each  o n e  h as d ie  sam e sp irit, sh e  h as a lso  d ie  sam e 

in c lin a tio n s , an d  th a t is ca lled  liv in g  in  u n io n . T o  b e  a  re lig io u s in  h ea rt, w e  m u st d o  

w h a t d ie  D irec to ry  teach es . I t cam e fro m  d ie  H eart o f G o d ; it h as b een  san c tified  

b y  th o u san d s, an d  d io u san d s h av e b een  san c tified  b y  it. I t can  n ev er g ro w  o ld .” 1 9

A t tim es sh e ap p ears to  o v ers tress its im p o rtan ce , esp ec ia lly  w h en sh e  

say s , “ I w ish  th a t o u r L o rd  w o u ld  g iv e n o th in g , y es , n o th in g  a t a ll to  th o se  

w h o seek fo r an y th in g  b u t th e D irec to ry  o r e lsew h ere  th an  in  it, so th a t 

w e m ay k n o w  fo r o u rselv es th a t a ll g o o d  fo r u s is co n ta in ed  in  th is little  

b o o k , an d  b e in g  w ell assu red  o f its w o rth , w e m ay m ak e it k n o w n to  a ll 

w h o sh a ll co m e afte r u s an d tran sm it to  th em  o u r esteem  fo r it, w h ich  

o u r o w n ex p erien ce  h as m ad e u s co n ceiv e ” (Abridgment, 3 0 -3 1 ). S h e h as 

an  ex ag g era ted  w ay o f sp eak in g  o f th e e fficacy  fo r o u r san ctifica tio n  o f 

th e  D irec to ry  b y  say in g , “ It h as a lread y  sav ed  so  m an y  so u ls” . T h is a lm o st 

d e ifies th is little  b o o k  and  can  easily  lead  to  m isu n d erstan d in g s . O f co u rse , 

sh e is n o t sp eak in g  as a  tra in ed th eo lo g ian , b u t, n o n e th e less , sh e h ad  th e

ls  Abridgement, 26.

1 9 A bridge ment, 1 1 7 -1 1 8 .
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resp o n sib ility o f fo rm in g sis te rs to  liv e th e re lig io u s life . A lso w h en sh e  

w an ts th e L o rd  to  g iv e n o th ing  b u t th e D irec to ry  to  so u ls , it is a  b it d is­

co n certin g  b ecau se th e S crip tu res , th e v ery  w o rd o f G o d , m u st ce rta in ly  

su p erced e th e  D irecto ry .

F a th e r B risso n  g iv es a  b e tte r b a lan ce to  th e  im p o rtan ce an d  m ean in g  o f 

th e  D irec to ry  s in ce h is th eo lo g ica l tra in in g  w o u ld  in c lin e h im  to  d o  so . W e 

m u st n o t lo se s ig h t o f th e  fac t th a t th e  D irec to ry  itse lf u rg es u s to  read  th e  

Introduction to a Devout Ufe and  th e Treatise, e sp ecia lly  to  u n d ers tan d  th e  n a ­

tu re  o f S a les ian  p ray er. T h is ad v ice , w e k n o w , w as ad d ed  b y  S t. Jan e  h e rse lf. 

F ro m  th e  co n tex t, w e assu m e th a t th e  G o o d  M o th er is sp eak in g  h e re  to  th e  

n o v ices , b u t th is is n o t a ll th a t c lea r. If sh e  w an ts th is to  h o ld  a lso fo r th e  

o th e r s is te rs , th en  w e h av e  th e  p ro b lem  o f h o w  S t. F ran c is d e  S a les h im se lf 

en v is io n ed  th e D irec to ry  as a  m ean s fo r b eg in n ers in  th e re lig io us life an d  

th a t th e  g o a l o f th e m u ltip lic ity  o f ex ercises p ro po sed  b y  th e D irec to ry  is 

in ten d ed  to  lead  to  a  g rea te r s im p lic ity  o f ac tio n . P erh ap s th is is th e d iffi­

cu lty  o f th e  au th o r o f th e  Abrégé, w h o m  w e m u st assu m e w as ad v an ced  in  

th e  re lig io u s life .

T h ese rese rv a tio n s n o tw ith stan d in g , th e G o o d M o th er h ad  m arv e lo u s 

an d  p ro fo u n d  in s ig h ts in to  th e  v a lu e  o f th e  p ractice  o f th e  D irecto ry , w h ich  

sh e co m m u n ica ted  to  h e r co m m u n ity . T h e co m m u n ity  in  tu rn  sh a red  th em  

w ith  o th e r V is itan d in es . T h e p ractice o f th e D irec to ry  b ecam e cen tra l to  

h e r teach in g  an d  u n d ers tan d in g o f S a les ian sp iritu a lity  an d  w as h er ch ie f 

leg acy  to  th e O b la tes an d  O b la te  S iste rs. T h is p ractice  w as th e  m o st e ffec ­

tiv e  w ay  o f liv in g  in  the  p resen t m o m en t. It m ak es u s liv e  a  T rin itarian  sp iri­

tu a lity . “T o fo llo w  th e D irec to ry  is to  h o n o r G o d  th e F a th e r, to  en te r in to  

c lo se co m m u n io n  w ith  H im  b y  su b m issio n , d ep en d en ce  and  fid e lity . I t is to  

h o n o r th e S av io r b y  a llo w in g  H im  to  o p erate  in  u s th a t w h ich  H e d esires , 

c lo th in g  u s  w ith  H is m erits  an d  ren d erin g  u s accep tab le  to  th e  H eart o f th e  

F a th e r. It is to  h o n o r th e  H o ly  S p irit b y  d isp o sin g  u s to  rece ive H is b en ig n  

in flu en ce  and  th e reb y  H is lig h ts , g races an d  in sp ira tio n s” (Abridgement, 1 1 1 ). 

T im e and  tim e ag a in , F a the r B risso n  in  h is ta lk s to  th e  ea rly  O b la tes s tre sses 

th a t th e ir m iss io n as co n ce iv ed b y  th e G o o d M o th er w as to “rep rin t th e  

G o sp e l” so th a t p eo p le  w o u ld  ag a in see th e S av io r w a lk in g  o n ea rth .2 0 It 

w as h e r firm  co n v ic tion  an d  th a t o f F a the r B risso n  th a t th e  p ractice  o f th e  

D irec to ry  is th e  m o st e ffec tiv e  w ay  to  acco m p lish  th is m issio n .

2 0 Retraite dAoik 1896 : P rem iè re In stru ctio n , “L a R e tra ite ,”  et passim.
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T h is little  b o o k  is a lso  im p o rtan t fo r o u r p e rso n a l re la tio n s . B y  co m m u ­

n io n  w ith  H im , M arie  d e S a les o b se rv es , “w e lea rn  to  d ea l w ith  o u r n e ig h ­

b o r” (Abridgement, 7 6 ). In  ad d itio n , it g rea tly  ass is ts u s in  o b ta in in g  a  d eep er 

se lf-k n o w led g e  an d  u n d ers tan d in g  b ecau se  it h e lp s u s fo cu s o n  th o se a reas 

w h ich n eed  im p rov em en t an d  to  b e g ra te fu l fo r th e m an y  g ifts th a t G o d  

g iv es an d co n tinu es to  g iv e to  u s (see Abridgement, 7 9 ). M o reo v er, it can  

d eep en co m m u n ity  life  b y  s tren g th en in g  th e litu rg ica l life . “W e can n o t b e  

u n ited  w ith  G o d  u n less w e a re  u n ited  w ith  o u r n e ig h b o r b y  b e in g  ca re fu l to  

ad ap t o u r v o ices [w h ile ch an tin g  th e  O ffice ] to  th e irs , an d  fo r th is p u rp o se  

w e m u st im b ib e th e  sp irit o f th e  D irec to ry ” (Abridgement, 4 4 ).

S o in th e G o o d M o th er’s m in d , th e sp irit o f th e D irec to ry  n o t o n ly  

a ttu n es u s to G o d b u t a lso m ak es u s v ery sen sitiv e an d a ttun ed  to o u r 

n e igh b o r, e sp ec ia lly  w h ile  ch an tin g  h is p ra ises . T h is h as im p lica tio n s fo r th e  

re la tio n sh ip  o f th e  D irec to ry  to  th e  litu rg y  an d  th e  p ra ise o f G o d . It is h e re  

p e rh ap s w h ere th e n a tu re  o f b en ev o len t lo v e b eco m es ev id en t b ecau se  it 

in c lin es each  o f th e s iste rs, w h ile ch an tin g  th e O ffice , to  b e  u n ited . It c re ­

a tes so lid a rity  an d  co m m u n ity  o f p u rp o se , be lie f an d  ac tio n . It b rin g s ab o u t 

a  “u n io n  o f h ea rts an d  v o ices” . T h is is th e  co m m en t sh e  m ak es o n  the  p lea ­

su re th a t a  y o u n g  m an ex p erien ced  in  h ea rin g  th e  s is te rs ch an t th e  O ffice .

T w o teach in g s w h ich  a re u n iq u e to  h er an d  w h ich ap p aren tly  h av e d e ­

v e lo p ed  fro m  th e fa ith fu l p ractice  o f th e  D irec to ry  a re T h e W ay (La l bie) 

an d  Conper-Conrt (C u t It S h o rt). F a the r B risso n m ak es freq u en t re feren ces  

to  th e  W ay  in  h is ta lk s an d  co n fe ren ces , an d  ex p la in s th is d o c trin e a t len g th  

in  h is life o f th e G o o d  M o th er. “W h at d id  th e G o o d  M o th er m ean  b y  th is  

w o rd  - th e W ay ? S h e m ean t a s ta te o f so u l w h ich co n sis ts o f d ep en d in g  

o n  th e p resen t w ill o f G o d b y  accep tin g  in te rio rly  w h a tev er is H is g o o d  

p leasu re” (B o w ler, 2 8 2 ). In  o n e o f h is re trea t co n feren ces , h e d esc rib es it 

a s fo llo w s: “ It is s im p ly  th e  u n io n  o f o u r w ill w ith  G o d ’s w ill, o f o u r h ea rt 

w ith  h is h ea rt. It is th e  u n io n  o f o u r w h o le  se lv es  w ith  o u r L o rd  b y  o u r ac ­

tio n , o u r d esires , o u r sen tim en ts an d  a ffec tio n s, o u r h ea rt. E v eryo n e  w h o  

rea lly  w an ts to  w o rk  o n  th a t w ith  a ll h is h ea rt is in  the  W ay , w h ich  th e  G o o d  

M o th er sp eak s ab o u t” .2 1

2 1 Retraites de l'Année 1891, P rem ière In stru ctio n , “C e q u e c ’e s t q u e  la  V o ie” . “C o n cern ­

in g  F r. B risso n ’s in te rp re ta tio n  o f la T 'oie, it  is to  b e  n o ted  th a t h e  p ro d u ced  fo r th e  O b la tes  

h is  o w n v ers io n  o f la Loie in  h is b io g rap h y (o n e w h o le ch ap te r) an d  in  th e R e traite s . T h e 

real v e rs io n , th e v e rs io n o f M o th er C h ap p u is , sh a ll n ev er b e k n o w n to  p e rfectio n . T h ere
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T h is w as n o t a n ew  d o c trin e , as th e G o o d  M o th er w as q u ick  to  p o in t 

o u t, b u t sh e saw  it as h av in g  fa r reach in g co n seq u en ces fo r renew in g  th e  

w o rld . W h en  w e ex am in e th is teach in g  fro m  th e p o in t o f v iew  o f th e D i­

recto ry , w e n o te  th is is p rec ise ly  w h a t the  a rtic le  o n  th e  D irectio n  o f In ten ­

tio n  is in ten d ed  to  ach iev e , v iz ., th e  u n io n  o f o u r  w ill an d  o u r h ea rt w ith  th e  

w ill an d  th e  h ea rt o f G o d .

T h o se w h o are fam iliar w ith  th e G o o d M o th er h av e h eard  ab o u t h e r 

ex p ress io n  “ cotper-conrf’. It is s im p ly  th e  cu ttin g  sh o rt o f an y  re flec tio n s o r 

th o u g h ts th a t lead  u s to  se lf-in d u lg en ce, se lf-ab so rp tio n  o r se lf-p ity ; it an d  

m ak es u s p u t u p  w ith  w h a tev er p h y sical, p sy ch o lo g ica l o r sp iritu al p a in  w e  

ex p erien ce an d  tu rn  o u r h ea rts an d  m in d s b ack  to  G o d , th e reb y  free in g  u s  

fro m  lo o k in g  b ack  an d  a id in g  u s to  m o v e fo rw ard  w ith  o u r liv es .2 2 P u t in  a  

m o re co n tem p o ra ry  w ay , th is p rac tice d o es n o t m ak e u s s to p  to  n u rse o u r 

h u rts o r o u r w o u n d s, rea l o r im ag in ed .

T h ere a re  m an y  asp ec ts o f h e r teach in g  th a t can  h av e a  sp ec ia l m ean in g  

fo r u s to d ay . B u t tw o  in  p a rticu la r can  h av e re lev an ce  fo r b o th  o u r sp iritu a l 

an d  ap o sto lic liv es. T h e firs t is w h a t I w o u ld ca ll a sac ram en ta l v iew  o f 

th e  w o rld  an d  th e seco n d , c lo se ly  a llied  w ith  it, a  sp iritu a lity  o f w o rk . T h e  

a ttitu d e o f sac red n ess an d  rev eren ce th a t sh e h ad  fo r m ate ria l th in g s an d  

th e  m ate ria l u n iv e rse  esp ec ia lly  s trik es a  reso n an t ch o rd  in  o u r eco lo g ica lly  

sen sitiv e so c ie ty  an d  w o rld . B asin g  h is teach in g  o n  w h a t h e  say s h e  lea rn ed

are 1 ,0 3 0  referen ces  to  la T 'oie in  th e le tters to  F a th er R eg no u f. I h av e w o rk ed  o n e w h o le  

y ea r o n  th ese referen ces  w ith o u t p ie rc in g  th e m y ste ry . I h av e co m e to  th e co n clu sio n  th a t 

la T  ' oie w as o n e k ey  item  o f th e sec re t lan g u ag e M o th er C h ap p u is sp o k e w ith  h e r d irec to r. 

I t re fers to  a p lan  o f G o d  to  sav e th e w o rld , a p lan  w h ich  in v o lv es M o th er C h ap p u is . It 

b ecom es h e r m iss io n  an d  th e  m iss io n  o f th o se  w h o  w ill jo in  h e r. W h at is th e  ex ac t co n ten t 

o f th is  p lan , I w as n o t ab le to  d isco v er, b u t I h av e g o o d  reaso n s to  b e liev e th a t, in  th e  en d . 

M o th er C h ap u is saw  in  th e O b la tes th e  realizatio n  o f th a t p lan . T h is in te rp reta tio n  is co n ­

firm ed b y  th e  le tte r o f F a th er R o llili w h o se tex t is in  th e B io g rap h y  o f M o th er C h ap p u is  

b y  F r. B risso n” . F r. R o g er B a ld u celli’s p riv ate  co m m u n ica tio n .

2 2 S ee Retraite de l'année 1885, D o u z ièm e In stru ctio n , “L e S acrifice” : “L a b o n n e M ère  

in d iq u e u n  sac rifice h ab itu e l, c ’e s t le couper-court. Q u an d  su rv ien t u n e  p e in e , il fau t co u p er- 

co u rt à to u te réflex io n , à to u t m u rm u re , e t d ire : ‘l’accep te ’. Q u an d  arriv e u n e ten ta tio n  

d ’o rg u e il, d e sen su alité , il fau t en co re co u p er-co u rt. O n v o u s fa it d e la p e in e , o n  v o u s  

tém o ig n e d u  m ép ris . P o u rq u o i v o u s y  a rrê te r?  P o u rq u o i é ten d re  d e  ce cô té -là  v o s cogitations, 

co m m e d it sa in t F ran ço is d e S a les? C o u p ez-co u rt! L e sac rifice a in si co m p ris e t p ra tiq u é 

es t ex trêm em en t ag réab le à D ieu . L e co u p er-co u rt à ce q u i n o u s ra ttach e à n o tre v o lo n té  

p ro p re , à ce q u i n o u s fa it reg ard e r en  a rriè re , à  ce q u i n o u s en g lu e e t n o u s re tien t cap tifs” .
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fro m  tlie  V isitan d in es an d , ab o v e a ll, fro m  th e G o o d  M o th er, F a th e r B ris- 

so n  m ak es th is p ro fo u n d  re flec tio n  o n  th e  sac red n ess o f c reatio n :

G o d ’s c rea tu res b rin g  w ith d iem  th e ir g race. In  p rac tice , le t u s h av e a g rea t 

re sp ect fo r m ate ria l th in gs w h ich re lig io u s o b ed ien ce an d p o v erty  p lace in o u r 

h an d s. In  d ie u se w e m ak e o f d iese  d iin g s , d ie re is p ra ise w h ich  m o u n ts to w ard  

G o d  and  w h ich  G o d  h ea rs  v e ry  c lea rly , th o u g h  o u r b o d ily  ea rs d o  n o t h ea r it. M ay  

d ie  b ea tin g  o f o u r h ea rt, m ay d ie p ray er w h ich  g o es fo rd i from  th is h ea rt b e in  

h a rm o n y  w id i d ie  p ray er o f d ie  c reatu re , w h ich  w e d o  n o t h ea r. W e w ill o ffe r d ien  

to  G o d  n o t o n ly  a  m o rn in g  an d  ev en in g  sac rifice , b u t a  p e rp e tu a l sac rifice  o f o u r 

w h o le  life  o f a ll o u r w o rk s .2 3

T h is a ttitu d e to w ard  th e m ate ria l u n iv e rse ech o es th a t o f th e b ib lica l 

can tic le (D an . 3 :5 7 -8 8 ) an d q u ite n a tu ra lly fo rm s th e b asis fo r a sp iritu ­

a lity o f w o rk an d , in  p articu la r, m an u a l lab o r. T h e u n d erlin in g b e lie f o f 

a sp iritu a lity  o f w o rk p ro m o ted  b y  th e G o o d M o th er an d fu rth e r d ev e l­

o p ed b y F a th e r B risso n is th a t w e are m ad e in th e im ag e o f G o d , w h o  

san c tified  an d  g lo rified  w o rk , esp ecia lly  in  c rea tin g  th e u n iv erse . W e m o st 

re sem b le th e C rea to r b y  o u r h u m an ac tiv ity . W h en th e C rea to r w o rks in , 

w ith  an d  th ro u gh  u s, th en  w e b eco m e co llab o ra to rs an d  co -c rea to rs w ith  

G o d , th e reb y  re flec tin g  G o d ’s p resen ce an d  co n tin u ed  ac tiv ity  in  th e  w o rld . 

F a th e r B risso n , u n d er th e  in sp ira tio n  o f th e  G o o d  M o th er tie s th e  b e lie f in  

th e  san c tity  o f h u m an  w o rk  to  th e fa ith fu l p ractice  o f th e  D irec to ry . “T h is 

re flec tio n , le t u s n o te  w e ll” , h e say s , “ is n o t o n ly  a  p io u s th o u g h t. It is o u r 

D irec to ry , o u r R u le  an d  o u r C o n stitu tio n s .” 2 4

In  ad d itio n  to  b rin g in g  u s c lo ser to  G o d , w o rk  b rin g s u s c lo ser to  a ll o f 

th o se  w h o  w o rk . It m ak es u s ap p rec ia te  th e  to il, tria ls an d  e ffo rt th a t e sp e­

c ially  m ark ed  th e  w o rk ers in  a  h ig h ly  in d u stria lized c ity  lik e T ro y es .

2 3 Retraite de l'année 1888, S ep tièm e In stru c tio n , “L e T rav ail” : “L es c réa tu res d e D ieu  

p o rten t av ec e lles leu r g râce . P o u r la  p ratiq u e , g a rd o n s d o n c u n  g ran d  resp ect au x  ch o ses  

m a té rie lle s q u e l’o b é issance , q u e la  p au v re té relig ieu se n o u s m etten t en tre le s m ain s . Il y  a  

d an s l’u sag e q u e n o u s fa iso n s d e ces ch o ses u n e  lo u an g e q u i m o n te  v e rs D ieu  e t q u e D ieu  

en ten d , b ien  q u e n o s o re ille s co rp o relle s n e l’en ten d en t p o in t. Q u e le  b a ttem en t d e n o tre  

cœ u r, q u e la  p riè re q u i ja illira  d e ce cœ u r so ien t en  u n isso n  av ec cette  p riè re d e la  c réatu re  

q u e  n o u s n ’en ten d o n s p as . N o u s o ffriro n s a lo rs à  D ieu  n o n  seu lem en t le sac rifice d u  m atin  

e t d u  so ir, m a is le sac rifice p e rp é tu el, l’h o lo cau ste co m p let d e n o tre v ie to u t en tiè re e t d e  

to u tes ses œ u v res” .

2 4 hoc. at.
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I b e liev e , an d  if I ’m  n o t m istak en  in  th is m a tte r, th a t d ie  d io ug h t o f d ie  G o o d  

M o th er w as th a t d ie O b la tes, b ro u g h t in to  ex is ten ce  a t th is tim e , ac t d ec isiv e ly  an d  

h av e a ro le to  p lay  in  d ia t g rea t q u estio n  o f w o rk  an d  w o rk ers . T h ey  a re to  ex er­

c ise a  h ea ld iy  in flu en ce ; th ey  m u st ac t. W h at a re d iey  to  h av e? W h at sh o u ld  th e ir 

ac tiv ity  b e? G o d  k n o w s d ie  an sw er, b u t w e a lso  k n o w  d ia t to  b e  in  to u ch  w id i d ie  

ag e in  w h ich  w e liv e , an d  to  u se fu lly  se rv e h o ly  C h u rch , w e h av e to  b e in  co n tac t 

w id i w o rk ers.2 5

T h is ap p ears to b e a fo reru n n er o f th e P ries t-W o rk er m o v em en t in  

F ran ce an d  sp eak s v o lu m es o f h o w  h e an d  th e G o o d  M o th er saw  a b asic  

sh ift in  th e  w ay  th a t p rie s ts n eed  to  v iew  th e ir ca llin g , v iz ., n o t th a t o f an  

e lite g ro up  in so c ie ty  b u t o n e th a t c lo se ly  asso c ia tes itse lf w ith  d ie co m ­

m o n , o rd in a ry  w o rk in g  c lass .

Apostolic Endeavors

T h e G o o d  M o th er’s teach in g  o n  d ie san c tity  o f m ate ria l d iin g s an d  o f 

w o rk , so  p ass io n ate ly  an d  co n v inc in g ly  em b raced  an d  en u n c ia ted  b y  F a th e r 

B risso n , m ak es u s read ily  u n d erstan d  w h y  sh e  b ecam e so  in v o lv ed  in  e ith er 

th e  p lan n ing , fo u n d in g , o r ad m in istra tio n  o f so  m an y  m o v em en ts in ten d ed  

to  se rv e  n eed y  h u m an  b e in gs . T h e  n eed  to  reach  o u t to  w o rk ers in  a  c ity  lik e  

T ro y es w as in escap ab le to  h er. T h e c lo se r sh e b eco m es u n ited  w ith  G o d , 

th e m o re p ercep tiv e an d cap ab le sh e w as o f v iew in g so c ie ty  w ith G o d ’s 

co m p assio n a te g lan ce an d o f g en ero u sly resp o n d in g to so c iety ’s an d  th e  

C h u rch ’s n eed s .

W h en sh e w as S u p erio r in  P aris , F a tiie r B eau ssie r co n su lted  w ith  h er 

co n cern in g  h is p lan  to  h e lp  y o u n g  m en as th ey  en te red  d ie  w o rk fo rce to  

h av e  a  h ea lth y , C h ris tian  en v iro n m ent b y  p ro v id in g  d u b s o r m ee tin g  p laces 

fo r th em . S h e w as v ery  sy m p ath e tic to  th e id ea an d  h e lp ed to  ad m in iste r 

th ese  es tab lish m en ts  an d  p ro v id ed  m ate ria l an d  fin an c ia l re so u rces (see l 7 e, 

2 3 4 -23 5 ).

A t T ro y es sh e  w as in stru m en ta l in  es tab lish in g  s im ila r p laces fo r y o u n g

2 5 Retraite de l'année 1891, Q u a trièm e In stru ctio n , “E tre d es trav a illeu rs” . T h e G o o d  

M o th er’s an d  F a th er B risson ’s teach in g  o n  th e sp iritu a lity  o f w o rk  is v e ry  com patib le  w ith  

th e cu rren t th in k in g  o n th is to p ic , esp ec ia lly o n h o w  w e can  b e sp iritu al a t w o rk . S ee 

G reg o ry  P ie rce , Spirituality & Work: Pen Ways to Palante Your Ufe on the job, C h icag o : L o y o la  

P ress , 2 0 0 1 .
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w o rk in g  g irls an d  w o m en , w h o  w ere ex p o sed  to  a ll k in d s o f im m o ra l an d  

sp iritu a lly  d e trim en ta l in flu en ces . S h e p ro v id ed  th e  reso u rces to  se t u p  fiv e  

o f th ese h o u ses . T h ese w ere in itia lly s taffed  b y  w o m en v o lu n tee rs, b u t it 

b ecam e in c reasin g ly  d ifficu lt to  fin d  an d  h o ld  o n  to  su ch  p eo p le . T o  g iv e it 

a  m o re stab le s tru c tu re , F a th e r B risso n a lo n g  w ith  th e G o o d  M o th er saw  

th e  n eed  fo r a  re lig io us co n g reg a tio n  o f w o m en  to  tak e o v er th is im p o rtan t 

w o rk . It w as th e  G o o d  M o th er w h o  su g g ested  tw o  g radu a tes o f th e  T ro yes  

V is ita tio n  b o ard in g  sch o ol as lik e ly  can d id a tes to  fo u n d  fia is n ew  co n g reg a­

tio n . T h ey  w ere  L éo n ie  A v ia t, w h o  h as b een  recen tly  can o n ized , an d  L u c ie  

C an u e t, b o th  o f w h o m  w ere  m ak in g  a  re trea t a t th e m o n astery  to  d isce rn  

th e ir v o ca tio n in  life . It w as th e G o o d M o th er w h o in itia lly to o k  ch arg e  

o f th e ir fo rm atio n , w h ich fo llo w ed th e lin es o f S a les ian sp iritu a lity , an d  

o u tlin ed  fo r F a the r B risso n , th e  co -fo u n d er, w h a t th e  sp irit an d  m iss io n o f 

th is co n g reg a tio n  w o u ld  b e . T h is is h o w  th e  O b la te  S is te rs o f S t. F ran c is d e  

S ales cam e in to  b e in g . T h ey  w ere  seen  to  b e  the  ap o sto lic  a rm  o f th e  V is ita­

tio n , co n tin u in g  th e  o rig in al v is io n  o f S t. F ran c is d e  S a les fo r th e  V is ita tio n , 

v iz ., reach in g  o u t to  th e  s ick  p o o r an d  n eed y .

In  fac t, th e  O b la te  S is te rs w ere  so  im b u ed  w ith  th e  S a les ian  sp irit an d  so  

c lo se ly  id en tified  w ith  it th a t th e ru m o r c ircu la ted  th a t th e G o o d  M o th er 

h ad  estab lish ed a b o g u s o r co u n te rfe it V is ita tio n . S o m e m o n asteries w ere  

so  u p se t ab o u t it th a t th ey  co n tac ted  the  S u p erio r o f th e  A n n ecy  V isita tio n . 

T h e A n n ecy S u p erio r sen t an o u t-s is ter ( tonri'ere) to  lo o k  in to th e m atte r, 

w h o , a fter b e ing  reassu red  b y  th e  G o o d  M oth er, re tu rn ed  an d  rep o rted  th a t 

th e re  w as n o  b asis to  th e  ru m or, (see I le, 4 0 8 -4 0 9 ). In  h e lp in g  to  fo u n d  the  

O b la te  S is ters , th e G o o d  M o th er w as fu lfillin g  o n e o f h e r g rea t am b itio n s , 

v iz ., th a t tiae sp irit o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les b e  sh a red  w ith  th e  g rea test n u m ­

b er o f p eo p le  p o ssib le .2 6

E v en  th o u g h  th e  V isitan d in es w ere  c lo is te red , th e b o ard in g  sch o o ls a t­

tach ed  to  th e ir m o n aste rie s en jo y ed  an  ex ce llen t rep u ta tio n , esp ec ia lly  th a t 

o f T ro yes . B ish o p C o eu r o f T ro y es (fro m  1 8 4 9 to  1 8 6 0 ), seein g  th e  g o o d  

resu lts th a t a  V isita tio n  ed u ca tio n  ach iev ed , o n e  d ay  w ro te  to  th e  G o o d  M o ­

th e r: “M y V ery  R ev eren d an d  V ery  G o o d  M o th er, y o u  a re d o in g  m arv e ls. 

E n la rg e the  w a lls o f y o u r b o ard in g  sch o o l as y o u  k n o w  h o w  to  en la rge  y o u r 

h ea rt! In s tead  o f fo rty  b o ard ers , I w ish  to  see a t leas t e ig h ty . I n eed  to  sp re­

ad  in  m y d io cese th e ad m irab le sp irit w h ich d is tin g u ish es a ll th o se w h o m

2 ° Annales Salésiemies, Ju in  1 8 8 8 , 2 1 .
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y o u  h av e ed u ca ted  an d  w h o  a re th e  g lo ry  o f re lig io n  in  th e ir  p a rish es” (l Tie, 

3 1 7 -3 2 4 ,3 3 3 ). T h ese resu lts th a t B ish o p C o eu r p ra ised  w ere n o acc id en t 

b u t d e riv ed d irec tly  fro m  th e G o o d  M o th er’s v is io n  o f th e  ap o sto la te o f a  

C a th o lic  ed u ca tio n  fo r g irls:

M o th er M ary  d e S a les u n d ers to o d  th a t d ie  m ain  o b jec t o f d ie  V is ita tio n sch o ­

o ls sh o u ld  b e to  assist d ie C h u rch b y  b ring in g  u p  w o m en im b u ed w id i a tru ly  

C h ris tian  sp irit, w h ich , a t th a t tim e , w as, a s it s till is , so  g rea tly  n eed ed .... F o r it w as 

to  lead  d iem  to  G o d  d ia t sh e  w ished  to  h av e  p u p ils ; it w as in  o rd e r to  g u id e d iem  

in  d ie  w ay  o f san c tifica tio n  d iro u gh  d ie  m ean s o ffe red  b y  S t. F ran c is d e  S a les, th a t 

sh e d esired  to  u n ite u n d er h e r ro o f d io se y o u n g  ch ild ren , w h o , la te r o n , w o u ld  

ca rry  h is sp irit in to  d ie ir fam ilie s an d  in to  d ie  w o rld .2 7

N o t su rp risin g ly , th e  G o o d  M o th er w as v e ry  in v o lv ed  in  th e  T ro y es V is i­

ta tion  b o a rd in g  sch o o l. “T h e  in flu en ce  o f th e  G o o d  M o th er o v er th e  p u p ils  

ex ten d ed  itse lf to  ev ery th in g  w h ich  co n cern ed  th em . S h e u n d ersto o d  h o w  

to  g u id e  th e ir ta s te s  an d  w ills , an d  in sp ire  th em  w ith  sen tim en ts o f fa ith  an d  

p ie ty , th e  lo v e o f w o rk  an d  s tu d y , an d  a  d esire  fo r a ll th a t is b eau tifu l, n o b le  

an d  g en ero u s” (Life, B ro o k ly n , p . 4 3 ). N o t o n ly  w as th e  q u a lity  o f ed u catio n  

g iv en  b y  the  V isita tion  ap p rec ia ted  b y  the  lo ca l b ish o p , b u t a lso  b ey o n d  th e  

co n fin es o f T ro y es . “ ‘T h e p u p ils o f th e V isita tio n h o ld  th e ir p lace ev ery ­

w h ere ,’ say s C ard in al M erm illo d . T h ey  m ay b e fo u nd [a t] ev ery [lev e l] o f 

so c ie ty , ca rry in g  o u t th e  id ea l o f a  C h ris tian  w o m an . T h ey  a re  n e ith e r ab o v e  

n o r b en ea th  an y th in g . T h ey  a tta in  eq u a lly  th e  tw o  ex trem itie s o f ev ery  s itu ­

a tio n , an d  a re  as ad m irab le , a s g rea t, an d  as co m p le te  in  th e  m o st h u m b le  as 

in  th e  h ig h est ran k s o f so c ie ty ” (Ufe, B ro o k ly n , 4 4 -4 5).

T h e A sso c ia tio n o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les w as th e firs t ap o sto lic ac tiv ity  

in  w h ich th e G o o d M o th er w as in v o lv ed . T h is ap o sto la te , w h ich h ad  fo r 

its p u rp o se to  d efen d  an d  sp read  th e fa ith  in  C h ris tian co u n trie s , w as th e  

id ea o f B ish o p d e S eg u r. H e n eed ed  reassu ran ce fro m  th e G o o d  M o th er 

to  b eg in  th e  w o rk . S h e g o t th e  b o ard in g  sch o o l s tu d en ts in v o lv ed  in  it an d  

w as ap p o in ted  T reasu re r, (see l 7 e, 3 1 2 -3 1 8 ). It to o k  ro o t an d  sp read  rap id ly  

th ro u g h o u t the d io cese o f T ro y es an d  b e fo re  lo n g  n u m b ered  4 ,0 0 0  asso c i­

a tes in  2 2  p a rish es an d  in c reased  in  1 8 6 0  to  6 ,0 0 0  in  3 5  p a rish es .2 8

2 7 The Ufe of Venerable Mother Maty de Sales Chaff nis of the Order of the Visitation of Holy 

Mary (1793-1875), tran s , b y  th e B ro o k ly n  V is ita tio n , 1 9 2 4 , 4 2 .

2 S S ee Bulletin de l’Association, N o v em b er, 1 8 6 1 , 2 8 7 -2 9 0 . “M arth a d e H éd o u v ille , Msgr. 

de Sêgur, 4 3 5 , w rites : ‘B risso n  p u t to g e th e r an  a rm y o f lay  p e rso n s .’ In  th e m in u tes o f th e
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O n e o f ap o sto la tes th a t b eg an  w ith  th e  su p p o rt an d  en co u rag em en t o f 

th e G o o d M o th er ra ised  n o t o n ly  ey eb ro w s b u t so m e fo rm id ab le o b jec ­

tio n s . F a the r F erran d  d e M isso l w an ted  to  fo u n d  a  co n g reg atio n  o f siste rs  

w h o  w o u ld  tak e ca re o f “d ish o n o red  g irls” an d  ass is t th em  th ro u gh  th e ir 

p reg nan c ies an d  h e lp th em  to  p ick  u p  th e ir liv es ag a in . N o t an easy  task  

in  th e so c ie ty  o f th a t d ay . A  n u m b er o f p eo p le th o u g h t th a t th is w o u ld  

n o t b e an ap p ro p ria te ap o sto la te an d stro n g ly  o p p o sed it. T h e o n ly  tw o  

w h o  w ere in  fav o r o f it w ere  th e G o o d  M o th er an d  h is co n fesso r. In  h er 

g rea t w isd o m , “sh e .. .a ssu red [h im ] th a t th e re  w as n o th in g  in  th is ap o sto ­

la te co n tra ry  to  re lig io us life an d  to  th e  v o w s o f re lig io n . D au g h te r o f h e r 

B lessed  F a th e r, S t. F ran c is d e S a les , sh e sh a red  h is b ig  id eas” (I le, 2 3 5 -2 6 ). 

F a th e r B risso n ’s o b se rv a tio n  reg ard in g th e co m p atib ility  o f su ch an  ap o s­

to la te  w ith  th e id eas o f th e sa in tly  b ish o p is v e ry  te llin g  o f th e o p en n ess 

an d  resp o n siv en ess to  th e n eed s o f a ll, w h e th e r p e rce iv ed as h o n o rab le  o r 

d ish o n o rab le , th a t S a les ian  sp iritu a lity  en g en d ers .

T h e ro le th a t th e G o o d M o th er p lay ed in th e sp iritu al d irec tio n o f 

p rie sts an d  p rela tes a lso  h ad  a s ig n ifican t im p ac t in  sp read in g  th e S a lesian  

sp irit. P è re d e  M ale t, to  w h o m  the  G o o d  M o th er g av e sp iritu al d irec tio n , in  

tu rn  w as co n fesso r to  sev era l b ish o p s an d  a  w h o le h o st o f p io u s p ries ts to  

w h o m  h e  g av e sp iritu al d irec tio n  (see l Tie, 2 2 9 -23 0 ).

H er in flu en ce ex ten d ed ev en  to  th e teach in g  o f m o ra l th eo lo g y  in  th e  

T ro y es sem in ary . S ev era l o f th e p riests w h o  cam e to  h e r fo r sp iritu al g u id ­

an ce w ere p ro fesso rs in th e sem in ary . T h ey  w an ted to b ring  a n ew  o ri­

en ta tio n  to  th e ir teach in g , esp ec ia lly in  m o ra l th eo lo g y . “A  n ew  sp irit w as 

in se rtin g  itse lf in to  th is sace rd o ta l n u rse ry . T h e facu lty , ab an d o n in g  th e  d ry  

teach in g  in  v o g u e , in tro d u ced p rac tica l q u estio n s re la tin g  to  th e n eed s o f 

th e tim e an d  w en t b ey o n d th e c lass ic tex t e ith e r to g iv e a m u ch d eep er 

p resen ta tio n o f a su b jec t o r to  g iv e u s so m e c la rifica tio n s o n  th e sp iritu a l 

life . W e d id  n o t a lw ay s fo llo w  th e ex c lu sive p a th  o f d ia lectic s ; th e  a ffec tiv e  

a sp ec t o f th eo lo g y  w as a lso  ex am in ed ” (I le, 1 8 5 -1 8 6 ). In  k eep in g  w ith  th is  

n ew  d irec tio n  in  th eo lo g ica l s tu d ies, th ese  p rie st p ro fesso rs  ask ed  th e  G o o d  

M o th er ab o u t in tro d u c in g th e m o ra l th eo lo g y o f S t. A lp h o n su s L ig u o ri.

m eetin g s , th e  D irecto r freq u en tly  sp eak s o f th e o rg an iza tio n  o f th e  A sso c iatio n  in  T ro y es , 

S ee Écrits Brissou, v o l. X V II, 7 6 -7 7 ,220-222, X V II, 8 3 -9 4 ,1 7 6 -1 7 7 ,”  as c ited  b y  Y v es Be a u ­

d o in , O M I, Biographie Documentée, in  Tremi. Beatificationis et canonigationis servi Dei Aloisii Bris­

coli, Sacerdotis et fundatoris Oblatorum et Oblataram S. Tranàsce Salesii (1817-1908), Positio saper 

virtutibus (R o m e, 1 9 9 8 ), 8 3 .
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S h e h eartily  en co u rag ed th is in n o v a tio n b ecau se  th is sa in t’s w ritin g s w ere  

g ro u n d ed  in  th e  S a les ian sp irit (see l Tie, 1 2 1 -1 2 5 ).

It w as q u ite  u n u su a l in  th a t d ay  fo r a  n u n , an d  a co n tem p la tiv e , to  h av e  

su ch  a  d irect an d  p o sitiv e  in flu en ce  o n  th e  teach in g  o f th eo lo g y  in  the  sem i­

n a ries, esp ec ia lly  w h en  it w as a  q u estio n  o f reo rien tin g  th e  teach in g .

Founding of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

T h e m o st ex ten siv e an d  las tin g  in flu en ce th a t th e G o o d M o th er ex er­

c ised o n  p riests an d  th e re lig io u s life o f m en  w as h er in v o lv em en t in  th e  

fo u n d ing  o f th e O b lates o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les , w h ich  sh e p e rce iv ed  to  b e  

th e  cu lm in a tio n  o f h e r life ’s w o rk  an d  h e r v e ry  raison d’être. S h e b e liev ed , in  

re tro sp ect, th a t it w as th e  w o rk  th a t th e L o rd  w as ca llin g  h e r to  fro m  th e  

tim e sh e en te red  th e  n o v itia te . 2 9 H er ro le  h e re as b een  am p ly  d o cu m en ted  

b y F a th e r B risso n an d th e early  O b la tes . S o th e re is n o n eed to  g o in to  

g rea t d e ta il. F a the r  B risso n ’s lo n g  res is tan ce to  fo u n d in g  th e  O b la tes is w e ll-  

k n o w n . H o w ev er, so m e asp ec ts o f it a re  w o rth  rep ea tin g  b ecau se o f w h a t 

th ey  rev ea l ab o u t th e G o o d  M o th er an d  h o w  sh e co n ce iv ed  o f h e r ca llin g  

as an  ap o stle  to  sp read  th e  S a les ian  sp irit.

T h e G o o d  M o th er sa id  to  F a the r B risson  w h en  h e  w as a y o u n g  p riest: 

“ I ’m  g o in g  to  tak e p len ty  o f tim e b ecau se  I w ill h av e to  te ll y o u  w h a t G o d  

w an ts to  d o  in  o rd e r to  m an ifes t h is lo v e  an d  u tilize  the  m erits  o f th e  S av io r. 

G o d  co n sid e red  an d  d ec id ed  to  o p en  u p  n ew  so u rces o f g race. H e w an ts 

m e to  w o rk  w ith  H im ; y o u  to  b e  th e  w itn ess an d  b e  g iv en  th e  resp o n sib ility  

to  ca rry o u t w h a tev er w ill b e n ecessa ry  to  co m m u n icate to  th e  w o rld  th e  

e ffec ts o f th is ac tio n ” (lie, 2 5 3 -25 4 ).

W h at co m es th ro u gh  h ere is th e ab so lu te assu ran ce th e G o o d  M o th er 

h as ab o u t k n o w in g th e w ill o f G o d in th is m atte r. It can b e o ff-p u ttin g  

b ecau se G o d ’s w ill in  su ch m atte rs is g en era lly  n o t th a t c lea rly  k n o w n o r

2 9 A fter B ish o p s R av in e t an d  M erm illo d p a id  h e r a v is it to  ask h e r ad v ice ab o u t th e  

fo u n d in g  o f a  co n g reg a tio n  o f p rie s ts w h o  w o u ld  fo llo w  in  th e fo o ts tep s o f S t. F ran cis d e  

S a les , F r. B risso n  co m m en ts : “C ep en d an t D ieu  lu i fa isa it sen tir q u e c ’é ta it là  [th e fo u n d in g  

o f th e O b lates] ce q u e lle av a it to u jo u rs d ésiré ; q u e lle a rriv a it au  b u t d e to u t so n  trav ail 

in té rieu r e t d e  to u t ce q u e lle  av ait fa it p o u r L u i, e t q u ’e lle to u ch ait en fin  à  la  réalisatio n  d es  

p ro m esses d iv in es . C ’é ta it so n  o eu v re ! (F A , 4 2 8 ). S ee a lso “O b la ts d e S a in t F ran ço is d e  

S a les e t leu rs O eu v res” , Annales Salésiennes d u  2 0  jan v ie r 1 8 9 3 (to m e 1 8 9 2 -1 8 9 3 ); R e tra ite  

d e 1 8 8 5 , c f. V I, T ilb o rg  ed ., IV , p . 1 2 4 ; Abrégé, 6 2 .
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u n d ers too d , b u t sh e sp eak s w ith a ll o f th e co n fid en ce an d certa in ty  o f 

an O ld T estam en t p ro p h e t. T h is m ig h t ex p la in  w h y F a th e r B risso n w as 

so re lu c tan t to  accep t w h a t h e co n sid e red  a t th a t tim e to  b e h er v iew  o f 

G o d ’s w ill fo r h im  an d  resp on d ed  b y  te llin g  h e r th a t h e  w as a t h e r se rv ice  to  

h ea r co n fessio n s an d  to  ass ist h e r in  th e ad m in istra tio n  o f th e m o n aste ry , 

b u t th a t h e  th o u g h t h e h ad  n e ith e r th e ab ility  n o r th e lig h ts to  assu m e th e  

en o rm o u s respo n sib ility  o f su ch  an  u n d ertak in g . H e fe lt so  b esieg ed  b y  h e r 

im p o rtu n itie s  in  th is a ffa ir th a t h e  k ep t say in g  to  h im se lf: “W h o  w ill d e live r 

m e fro m  th is w o m an ?  W h at am  I to  d o ?  W h ere can  I g o ? ” S h e  w as so  ad a ­

m an t (l Tie, 2 5 4 ).

In  th e face o f h is re lu c tan ce , th e G o o d  M o th er say s to  h im , “B u t su p ­

p o se G o d  lead s y o u  to  it?” W ell, M o th er, h e rep lied , “ sin ce y o u  p u t it th a t 

w ay , I d ec la re  to  y o u  th a t n o th in g  w ill ev e r lead  m e  to  it. E v en  if I see  so m e­

o n e  rise  fro m  th e  d ead , I w ill n o t g iv e  in ” (I le, 2 5 9 ).

T h is w h o le en co u n te r rev ea ls h o w  th e G o o d M o th er v iew ed h er ro le  

in  th is w o rk o r ap o sto la te . S h e sees h erse lf as w o rk in g  w ith G o d in th is  

m iss io n . “H e w an ts m e to  w o rk  w ith  H im  in  th is ap o sto la te ” (“I/ veut que 

j’y travaille avec l/ti”), i.e ., sh e tak es an  ac tiv e ro le in  th e fo u n d a tio n o f th e  

O b la tes an d  in  d o in g  so  it is G o d ’s w ill th a t sh e  w o rk  w ith  G o d . S o  sh e  sees  

h e rself as a  co llab o ra to r o r co -c rea to r w ith  G o d  in  th is p a rticu la r m issio n . 

I t sp eak s v o lu m es ab o u t h o w  sh e  u n d ers to o d  the  im p o rtan ce  o f free  w ill in  

accep tin g  G o d ’s w ill in  th is u n d ertak in g .

Conclusion

It seem s th a t, in  th e liv es o f m an y  sa in tly  p eo p le , d ifficu ltie s , su ffe rin g  

an d  p a in  w ere  o ften  a  p a rt o f th e ir liv es , an d  freq u en tly  th e ir cau se fo r can ­

o n iza tio n  en co u n te red  a ll k in d s o f o b stac les an d  h u rd les b ecau se  it b ecam e 

em b ro iled  in  p e tty , p e rso n a l an d  p o litica l am b itio n s . T h is ce rta in ly  w as th e  

case  w ith  th e  cau se o f S t. F ran c is d e  S a les as en g ag in g ly  d esc rib ed  in  th e  life  

o f M o th er d e C h au g y , S t. Jan e ’s b io g rap h er.3 0 A lth o u g h  it is th e C h u rch ’s 

p re ro g a tive  to  d ec id e o n  th e  G o o d  M o th er’s h o lin ess , th is sh o u ld  n o t s tan d  

in  th e  w ay  o f ev a lu atin g , recog n iz ing  an d  ap p rec ia tin g  h e r la s tin g  co n trib u ­

tio n s in  p rom o ting  th e  S a les ian  sp irit an d  ch arism .

3 0 S is te r M arie-P a tric ia Bu r n s , V H M , “Françoise-Madeleine de Chaugy. Dans I’ombre et la 

lumiere de la canonisation de François de Sales, (A n n ecy : A cad ém ie S a lé  s ien n e, 2 0 0 2 ).
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It is re fresh in g  to  see h o w  sh e  u n d ers to o d  an d  ca rried  o u t h e r ca llin g  to  

b e an  ap o stle o f th e S a les ian  sp irit. A t ev ery  o p p o rtu n ity  p resen ted  to  h er, 

w h e th e r th is w as th e fo u n d in g  o f co m m u n ity  o rg an izatio n s fo r th e p o o r, 

y o u n g  w o rk in g  c lass , b o th  m en  an d  w o m en ; o rg an izatio n s to  p ro m o te  an d  

d e fen d  th e C a th o lic  fa ith ; th e ed u ca tio n  o f y o u n g  w o m en ; n ew  d irec tio n s 

in  th e teach in g  o f th eo lo g y ; sp iritu a l d irec tio n ; an d  th e fo u n d in g o f re li­

g io u s in stitu tes; sh e saw  a ll o f th ese en d eav o rs as v eh ic les fo r p ro m o tin g  

an d  tran sm ittin g  th e sp irit an d  teach in g  o f S t. F ran c is d e S a les . “W ith o u t 

th e in flu en ce th a t M o th er C h ap p u is h ad  o n [F a th e r B risso n ], w ith o u t th e  

p ray ers an d  th e fin an c ia l su p p o rt o f th e  V is itand in es o f sev era l m o n aste r­

ie s , h e w o u ld n o t, u n d o ub ted ly , h av e fo u nd ed  th e O b la te S is te rs an d  th e  

O b la tes o f S t. F ran c is d e  S a les , an d  w o u ld  h av e  h ad  d ifficu lty  in  su cceed in g  

to  m ain ta in  an d d ev e lo p  th e h ig h sch o o ls an d o th e r p ro jec ts d irected  b y  

th ese tw o C o n g reg a tio n s .” (Biographie documentée, 6 4 ). F a th e r B risso n  w o u ld  

h av e b een  th e firs t to  ag ree  w ith  th is assessm en t.

It  w as esp ec ia lly  th ro u gh  th ese  tw o  re lig io us  co n g reg a tio n s th a t th e  G o o d  

M o th er’s S a les ian  ap o sto lic e ffo rts ach iev ed an d  co n tin u e to  ach ieve th e ir 

g rea test an d m o re las tin g  effec ts . T h e G o o d M o th er p ro fo u n d ly  u n d er­

s to o d  h o w  G o d ’s g race  an d  ca llin g  w o rk  g racio u sly  in  the  h ea rts o f th o se  so  

fav o red  w ith o u t d estro y in g  h u m an freed o m . S h e sen sed  th a t, b y  in sp irin g  

tlae fo u n d in g  o f th e O b la tes , G o d  w as w o rk in g  in  an d  w ith  h e r, e ffec tiv e ly  

m ak in g  h e r h is co -c rea to r an d  co llab o ra to r. T h is co n v ic tio n  ev en tu a lly  w o n  

o v er F a the r B risso n .

H er ap o sto lic  en d eav o rs , fa r fro m  d ilu tin g  h e r co n tem p la tive  v o ca tio n  

o r w eak en ing  h e r sp iritu al life , d eep ened  th em  as sh e sh ared  h e r life an d  

g ifts w ith  th e o u ts id e  w o rld  an d  g en ero u sly  resp o n ded  to  th e  n eed s o f so ­

c ie ty . H er v is ita tio n s fro m  G o d  in  th e  n o v itia te  an d  th ro u g h o u t h e r life en ­

rich ed  th ese en co u n te rs  an d  th ese , in  tu rn , g av e  h e r a  m o re  p ro fo u n d  g rasp  

o f S a les ian sp iritu a lity . T h is in te rac tio n  is rem in iscen t o f th e o b se rv a tio n  

th a t S t. F ran c is d e S a les m ak es in  h is u n d ers tan d in g  o f th e  m y ste ry  o f th e  

V is ita tio n , v iz ., th a t M ary , a fte r se rv in g  th e  n eed s o f E lizab e th , u tte red  th e  

M ag n ifica t, th e  g rea test o f a ll co n tem p la tive  p ray ers .3 1

M o th er M ary d e S a les C h ap p u is , in  h e r ex em p la ry life as a V isitan d in e  

an d  h e r sen sitiv ity  to  th e  w o rld ’s c ry in g  n eed s , can  se rv e as a  m o d e l fo r th o se  

w h o  w an t to  co m b in e  a  co n tem p la tiv e  life  w ith  an  ap o sto lic  h ea rt, w h ich  S t. 

F ran c is d e  S a les sees as th e  au th en tic  ex p ressio n  o f th e  d ev o u t life .

3 1 O E A , 2 5 : 2 1 4 .
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