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OBSERVANCE OF THE 2025 DOUBLE OSFS JUBILEE
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF VEN. MOTHER MARY DE SALES CHAPPUIS
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OFFICIAL FOUNDATION
 OF THE OBLATES OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

I. INTRODUCTION
The 21st General Chapter, which took place in Annecy in July 2024, unanimously approved this action: “That the Congregation plan to celebrate well the Double OSFS Jubilee in 2025: the 150th anniversary of the death of Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis, VHM, and the 150th anniversary of the official foundation of our Congregation.”

During 2025, the Universal Church will also observe a Great Jubilee, whose theme is “Pilgrims of Hope”: see Pope Francis’s Spes Non Confundit / Hope Does Not Disappoint: Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary Jubilee of the Year 2025: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/bulls/documents/20240509_spes-non-confundit_bolla-giubileo2025.html
Insofar as possible, a sustained effort should be made to align the 2025 Great Jubilee with the Double OSFS Jubilee. 

To aid in achieving this goal, the International Commission for Salesian Studies (ICSS) was asked to develop guidelines to help each unit of the congregation prepare their own initiatives. 

II. THE THREE PILLARS OF THE 2025 DOUBLE OSFS JUBILEE
The 2025 double OSFS Jubilee may be seen as having three practical pillars: (1) to increase knowledge and love of Blessed Louis Brisson and Venerable Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis; (2) to encourage imploring their intercession; and (3) to imitate their rootedness in St. Francis de Sales and their practice of the theological virtue of hope and the Salesian little virtues.

III. GUIDELINES
· Every Oblate unit, parish, institution, school, program, and local community is asked to plan to observe in their own way the Double OSFS Jubilee Year.
· Preparation and launching of these observances should prioritize the collaboration and participation of our lay colleagues in the various ministries in which we Oblates are engaged. Concurrently, programs should take into account the spiritual needs and hungers of the people of God whom we serve in a particular setting and how the lives and spiritual wisdom of Blessed Louis Brisson and Ven. Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis speak to these needs, hungers, and context.
· The following guidance regarding the three pillars of the 2025 Double OSFS Jubilee Year is provided to assist in the development of unit and local observances. It is not intended to be exhaustive or limiting, but rather to offer some suggestions for consideration as each unit plans, prepares, and celebrates this once-in-a-lifetime jubilee year. 

1. TO INCREASE KNOWLEDGE AND LOVE OF BLESSED LOUIS BRISSON AND VEN. MOTHER MARY DE SALES CHAPPUIS
· Preaching on the lives and spirituality of Blessed Louis Brisson and Ven. Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis, and Salesian doctrine not only on the Feast of Blessed Louis Brisson (October 12) and the anniversary of Mother Chappuis’s passing into eternal life (October 7), but also, whenever appropriate, throughout the year.
· One of the primary ways in which Mother Chappuis restored the Salesian spirit to the Troyes Visitation Monastery, which had been deeply affected by Jansenism, was by the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This facet of Mother Chappuis’s life and of the continuing importance of the Sacred Heart for OSFS life and spirituality might be reflected on in light of Pope Francis’s most recent encyclical, Dilexit Nos / On the Human and Divine Love of the Heart of Jesus Christ: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/20241024-enciclica-dilexit-nos.html
Significantly, St. Francis de Sales figures prominently in this encyclical (nos. 114-18, and 178).
· Providing opportunities for reflection, study groups, and book clubs (in-person and/or virtual) on the lives, writings, and virtues of these two Salesian founders in parishes, schools, and local communities.
· Hybrid (= in-person and virtual) half-day spirituality programs/summits focusing on a significant aspect of these two Salesian founders. (A key insight gained during the long months of the pandemic is the great potential of virtual programs for reaching a global audience, which greatly exceeds that of in-person events. The hybrid model is now the “new normal.”) Events of this kind can also facilitate collaboration and cooperation among different units of the congregation, as well as among the various branches of the Salesian family worldwide. Subsequently, the “life” and impact of these programs can be extended by making them available on platforms such as YouTube and Vimeo.
· Hosting a social event or dinner that incorporates a Salesian-themed PowerPoint presentation, theatrical production, or other activity that engages the audience in a way that is enjoyable while also being enriching.
· Collaborating on an event, program, and/or liturgy with other local members of the Salesian family, e.g., the Sisters of the Visitation, Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales, Salesians of Don Bosco, Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, Secular Institute of St. Francis de Sales, etc. 
· Celebrating the Double OSFS Jubilee at the congregational level during the July 2025 meeting of the Major Superiors in Annecy through liturgies, pilgrimages to Salesian sites, a festive meal, etc. Oblates who are able and willing to travel can be invited to participate in these festivities.
· Dissemination of information about the Double OSFS Jubilee, its observance, as well as Blessed Louis Brisson and Ven. Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis via traditional and new social media.

2. TO ENCOURAGE IMPLORING THEIR INTERCESSION
· Organize and lead special days of devotion and, if possible, pilgrimages to original Salesian sites, or to Salesian churches or shrines closer to home.
· Images of Blessed Louis Brisson and Ven. Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis should be exhibited throughout the Jubilee Year with flowers and candles, especially on Brisson’s feast day (October 12) and the anniversary of Mother Chappuis’s death (October 7).  Likewise, a statue or picture of St. Francis de Sales and St. Jane Frances de Chantal should always have a place of honor in Oblate parish churches, schools, and local communities.
· Promote the approved prayer for the canonization of Blessed Brisson (Appendix 1).
· Promote celebrations of the liturgical Feast of Blessed Louis Brisson, using the Mass prayers and Scripture readings approved by the Holy See for use by the Oblates and Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales and the Diocese of Troyes. In 2025, the Feast of Blessed Louis Brisson falls on a Sunday, and, under the provisions of the Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, no. 52b, the feast of the founder of a religious congregation may be celebrated on a Sunday in Ordinary Time “with all the attributes of a solemnity, such as three readings, Gloria, and Creed.” If in a particular place, it is not opportune to do so, the feast may be observed on the following day, Monday, October 13.
· The celebration of the Feast of Blessed Louis Brisson also provides the opportunity to honor Mother Chappuis by, for example, incorporating into the homily recognition of the primary and indispensable role that she had in the founding of the congregation.
· Preparing for Blessed Brisson’s liturgical feast and Mother Chappuis’s anniversary by a triduum that includes a series of homilies on them.

3. “TO IMITATE THEIR VIRTUES AND DEVOTION”
· In light of the theme of the 2025 Great Jubilee, “Pilgrims of Hope,” promote study of and reflection on the theological virtue of hope in the lives of Blessed Louis Brisson and Mother Marie de Sales Chappuis, as well as in the history of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, which also bears on the future of the OSFS religious community. This emphasis on hope also aligns with the theme of the 2024 General Chapter: "The Heritage in Our Hands: Faith in the Mission, Hope for the Future"
· Study and promote the practice of the Salesian “little virtues,” which are primary in the Salesian method of following Christ, as they are exemplified in the lives of Blessed Louis Brisson and Mother Chappuis.
· Promote the Corporal Works of Mercy as they were practiced by and in imitation of Blessed Louis Brisson and Mother Chappuis.
· Promote the Spiritual Works of Mercy as they were practiced by and in imitation of Blessed Louis Brisson and Mother Chappuis.

4. SUGGESTED RESOURCES FOR THE JUBILEE YEAR
The following list of resources does not aim to be exhaustive, but simply to suggest several appropriate and worthwhile resources.
· SUGGESTED READINGS FROM BLESSED LOUIS BRISSON FOR USE DURING THE 2025 DOUBLE OSFS JUBILEE: 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH OF VEN. MOTHER MARY DE SALES CHAPPUIS AND THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OFFICIAL FOUNDATION OF THE OBLATES OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES, which accompanies this document.
· Special consideration should be given to Blessed Louis Brisson’s biography of Mother Chappuis, as it is a firsthand and the most authoritative account of her life and virtues, as well as of the founding of the Oblates and Oblate Sisters:
Brisson, Louis, OSFS. Vie de la vénérée Mère Marie de Sales Chappuis. Paris: chez M. l’Aumonier de la Visitation, 1891.
Brisson, Louis, OSFS. The Life of the Venerable Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis. Trans. Joseph D. Bowler, OSFS.  Center Valley, Pa.: Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, 1986.
· The ICSS website, www.franz-von-sales.de, and the Louis Brisson website, www.louisbrisson.org, where an abundance of information about the Salesian tradition and resources is collected and continues to be collected. The latter includes: Brisson, Louis, OSFS, Œuvres. Edition millénaire. Texte intégrale établis par le P. Roger Balducelli, OSFS, avec la collaboration due P. Jean Gayet, OSFS, et des Sœurs Oblates de la Maison Mère, Troyes.

The following materials will be made available in PDF form on a special page on the Congregational Website for the 2025 Double OSFS Jubilee:
Ceresko, Anthony R., OSFS, “St. Francis de Sales’s Spiritual Directory for a New Century: Re-interpreting the ‘Direction of Intention.’” In Anthony R. Ceresko, O.S.F.S., St. Francis de Sales and the Bible, 110-27. Bangalore: SFS Publications, 2006. (Originally published in Indian Journal of Spirituality 14 [2001]: 377-91.)

Chorpenning, Joseph F., OSFS, “Mary de Sales Chappuis, Louis Brisson, Léonie Aviat, and the Oblate Sisters and Oblates of St. Francis de Sales,” in The Nineteenth-Century Salesian Pentecost: The Salesian Family of Don Bosco, the Oblates and Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales, the Daughters of St. Francis de Sales, and the Fransalians, The Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 2022), pp. 135-75 (primary texts accompanied by explanatory commentary).
Chorpenning, Joseph F., OSFS, “The Oblates of St. Francis de Sales: Scrutinizing and Interpreting the Signs of the Times in the Light of St. Francis de Sales,” paper delivered at the international congress in November 2022 at the Università Pontificia Salesiana in Rome, to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the death of St. Francis de Sales. To be published in the congress proceedings.

ICSS Newsletter issues focusing on Blessed Louis Brisson: No. 21 (March 2008), and No. 29 (February 2013), specifically the following articles:
Chorpenning, Joseph F., OSFS, “International Celebrations in Troyes and Plancy for the Centenary of the Death of Fr. Louis Brisson, OSFS, No. 21 (March 2008): 1-7, 15.
Chorpenning, Joseph F., OSFS,” ‘[C]hoice and formation do not coincide’: Fr. Brisson and the Foundation and Charism of the De Sales Oblates,” ICSS Newsletter, No. 29 (February 2013): 19-23.
Dechambre, Sr. Madeleine-Thérèse, OSFS, “History of the Cause of Blessed Louis Brisson.” ICSS [= International Commission for Salesian Studies] Newsletter No. 29 (Feb. 2013): 23-28 (available in print and electronically at: www.franz-von-sales.de). 
Eder, Sr. Anne Elizabeth, OSFS, “Notre Bon Père, Our Good Father: Fr. Louis Brisson in the Hearts of His Oblate Sisters,” ICSS Newsletter, No. 29 (February 2013): 9-12, 17-18.
Wright, Wendy M., “‘To Live With One Heart’: Louis Brisson and the Salesian Pentecost,” ICSS Newsletter, No. 29 (February 2013): 1-8.

McKenna, Ken, OSFS, “The Treasure of St. Francis de Sales’s Spiritual Directory,” ICSS Newsletter, No. 32 (March 2015): 1-2, 4.

Pocetto, Alexander T., OSFS, “Blessed Louis Brisson (1817-1908), the Laity, and the Social Dimensions of the New Evangelization.” Salesianum 76 (2014): 121-40.
Pocetto, Alexander T., OSFS, “Mary de Sales Chappuis (1793-1875): Apostle of the Salesian Spirit.” Salesianum 71 (2009): 321-40.
Pocetto, Alexander T., OSFS, “The Spiritual Directory in the American Oblate Tradition.”

PRINT RESOURCES
· PRIMARY SOURCES:
French
Brisson, Louis, O.S.F.S. Chapîtres, Retraites, Instructions et Allocutions, 7 vols. Tilburg (The Netherlands): Maison “Ave Maria,” 1966-68.
Available at: louisbrisson.org. 
Brisson, Louis, O.S.F.S. Vie de la vénérée Mère Marie de Sales Chappuis. Paris: chez M. l’Aumonier de la Visitation, 1891.
Chappuis, Mary de Sales, VHM, Le petit cahier de Fribourg, ed. Roger Balducelli, OSFS (Troyes, 2000).
 
English translations
Brisson, Louis, O.S.F.S. Chapters, Retreats, Instructions, and Sermons. Trans. Joseph D. Bowler, O.S.F.S.  7 vols. Center Valley, Pa.: Oblates of St. Francis de Sales / Allentown College of St. Francis de Sales, 1981-86. 
Brisson, Louis, O.S.F.S. The Life of the Venerable Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis. Trans. Joseph D. Bowler, O.S.F.S.  Center Valley, Pa.: Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, 1986.
Chappuis, Mary de Sales, VHM, The Little Notebook of Fribourg (Le Petit Cahier de Fribourg), analysis, translation and commentary by Edward J. Carney, OSFS (Private printing, n.d.).

· SECONDARY SOURCES:
Balducelli, Roger, OSFS, A Commentary on the Spiritual Directory of St. Francis de Sales (Private printing, 1973).
Balducelli, Roger, OSFS, The Cause of the Beatification of the Venerable Mother Mary de Sales Chappuis. Trans. Alexander T. Pocetto, OSFS. Rome: International Commission for Salesian Studies, 2000.
Beaudoin, Yvon, OMI. Father Louis Brisson (1817-1908): A Documented Biography. Trans. several De Sales Oblates and ed. Alexander T. Pocetto, OSFS, and Daniel P. Wisniewski, OSFS. Wilmington, Del.: Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, 2008.
Bouchard, Françoise. Father Louis Brisson: A Heart That Beats in Rhythm with God, 1817-1908. Trans. Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales, Troyes. Paris: Salvator, 2011.
Burton, Katherine. So Much So Soon: Father Brisson, Founder of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales. New York: Benziger, 1953.
Dufour, Prosper, OSFS.  Les Oblats de Saint. François de Sales. Paris: Librairie Letouzey et Ané, 1933.
Dufour, Prosper, OSFS.  Le Très Révérend Père Louis Brisson, Fondateur des Oblates et Oblats de S. François de Sales (1817-1908). Paris: Desclée de Brouwer, 1936.
Koster, Dirk, OSFS.  Louis Brisson. Noorden: Publisher Bert Post, 2008.
Wright, Wendy M.  Heart Speaks to Heart: The Salesian Tradition. Traditions of Christian Spirituality Series. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2004.







APPENDIX I

OFFICIAL PRAYER FOR THE CANONIZATION OF BLESSED LOUIS BRISSON
 
God, Father of tenderness and mercy, we thank you for having given us in Blessed Louis Brisson a priest of lively faith and inventive charity.  Empowered by your Spirit, he walked in the footsteps of Christ, announcing to the poor and those struggling on the road of life that you love them.  Come to our aid and grant by his prayer the favors we need, particularly…  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit ….  Amen.
 
(WITH ECCLESIASTICAL APPROVAL)

